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IBSSONSLESSONSBASSOONSIBSSONS-

The

Bassoo-

nist

LAS SONSSONS-

The

Song-

ster

-

The old adageQdage "experienceexperience"experienoeexperienoe" isil the bestbelt teacher"teacherteaoher"teaoher" is aa-

sound

a-

stound

a-

sound

a-

stound

a-

sound

a-

stoundsound statement.statement. The'rherherhea' more important lessons learned by thethe-

24th

the-

24th

the-

24th24th CavalryOavalry Reconnaissance Squadron in the Normandy CamCam-Ca-

mpaign

Ca-

mpaign

Ca-

mpaign

¬-

paignpain are as followsfollofollow i :;

1.1. Mechanized cavalry must be prepared for aa-

variety

v-

ariety
a-

varietiy

a-

varice

a-

variety

v-

ariety
i

varietyvarietiy of missions.missions.

2.22 ., Thefhehe assaulcassaulGassault gun Droop&rooprooptroop& in a cavalryoavalry squadronsquadron-

is

squadro-

nsis most effectivelyeffeocively employed in battery.battery. L

3.3. Aggressive patrolling in broad daylight isis-

disastrous

id-

olatrous
is-

disaetroui

i ss-

disastrous

d-

isastrousdisastrousdisaetroui against a numericallyDumerioally superior enemy particularlypartioularlyparticularly-

with

partioular-
lyv'

partioular-
lyv

particularl-
yL.

particula-
rly v'/v'vL.Lv'-
with

v-
with

w-

ith
'./.

with only one wellell defined avenue of withdrawal.withdrawalithdrawal.ithdrawal.

4.4. Smoke is1s extremely useful whenvtenten employed propprop-prop-

erly

prop-

at

prom-

pt

prop-

erly

¬-
.

erlyearly in conjunctionconjunct ion with a tank attack.attackat t a ok . '

5.5. SwiftSwift,, aggressive actionaotionabortion coupled withithitch surprisesurprise-

is

surpris-
es

1.--1.1-

.is
1-

is
..- -

is extremelyextremely'extremely'influentialextremelyinfluentialextremely' influential-influential- in the successsucoeliJ&sucoeliJsucrose& of a tank attack.attackattaok.attaok.

6.6. Good reconnaissancereoonnaissanoe isit dependent on good com-comoom-oomBorn-Bornboomcom-

municat

com-

municant

oom-

municat

com-

municant

Bor-

nmunicat

-
\, .

municattunicate ions.ions.
.7.7? . In a fluid enemy situationsitua.tion particularpartioular emphasisemphasilemphasis-

must

emphasil-

must

empha-

sis 1/1V/1-

nit

must be placed on protectionproteotion of supply lines.lines.

8.8. The'L'heLheHe' ' 37-mm37mm3-mm3? - gungun.,. employed with oannisterBannisterbanister ammuammu-ammoamm-

unition

ammu-

1

amm-

unition

-¬-
nitionnotionnit ion at close quarters , is an extremely effective weapon.weaponvveapon.vveaponvenation.

- 9.9. Thefhehehe tank-infantrytankinfantry- team is a very effectiveeffeotive comoom-oomcorn-cornboomcom-

bat

oom-

bat

com-

bat

cor-

nbat

coro-

nate

¬-

bat combination.combinationcombinatcombination ion.ion.

10.10. Bypassing strong , determined enemy resistanceresistance-

does

resistanced-

oe&

resistance-

doe
resista-

ncedoesdoe&doe& not necessarilyneoessarily result in voluntary surrender and mayma-

yretard

Ma-

rietta

ma-

yretard

Ma-

rietta

ma-

yretard

Ma-

riettaretard the rate of advance.advance.
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i.cic'-.

3.3. ReconnaissanceReoonna111anoe on the eastern side of thethe-

Cotentin

thr-

eatening

the-

Cotentin

thr-

eatening

hehe-

Cotentin

rec-

onventionCotentinContenting Peninsula kept both VII Corps and the 4th DivisionDivisioni-

nformed
Divi-

sion
Divisioni-

nformed
Divi-

sion
Divisioni-

nformed
Divi-

sioninformed ofoftheoftenthelihe-thelithe- enemy situationsituatsituate ion on the right flank-toflanktoflank'flank -' to inin-

clude

in-inin-

clude

in-

clude

¬-

cludeClaude his ultimateultcult iinateiimateinnateinmate withdrawal to the fortified line extendextend-extend-

ing

extend-

ing

extend-

ing

¬-

ingKing fromtromtromp the1; he Channel south through'through' CosquevilleCosquev111e.Cosquev111eConsequential ,. ScSt.St. PierrePierre-

Eglise
Pie-

rre
Pierre-

Eglise
Pie-

rre
Pierre-

Egli
Pie-

rreEgliseEliseEgliEli se , Thevillerhevil1eThrilled2hev ilieBillie , and Gonneville.GonnevilleO'Neill.

4.4. In protecting the supply route of chetheache 22d InIn-

fantry

In-InIn-

fantry

In-

fantry

¬-

fantrygantry which extended north from Le TheilrheilEthelredial2h eilNeil , the Squadron a-aa-

gain

a-

gain

a-

gain

-

gain released ChetheChen bulk of the 22d Infantry Regiment enen-

abling

en-enen-

abling

en-

abling

¬-

ablingambling it to continue itsit s advance tot o the north and westwest.,.

5.5. Company F provided the armor in a successfulsucceasfulsuccessful-

tank

succeasful-

tank

success-

fultank - infantry attack on the townto n of PinabelP1nabelPinnate , and launchedlaunohedlaunched-

valuable
laun-

ched
launohed-

valu

launc-
hed

launched-

valuable
laun-

chedvaluablevaluvalue bleable diversionary attacks toward the southern extremiextrem1-extrem1extremi-extremisextrem-

ities

extrem1-

t

extrem-

ities

¬-
.tiest 1 e S orof0 f'f' chetheacheC h e torntown.tt 0 wn of0 f Gonneville.GonnevilleO'NeillGo nn e villeill .

.6.6. The'rherherhea' Squadron containedcontconst a1ned enemy forcesforoesforgoes at the.thethe-

Maupertus

te-

apots
.the-

Maupertus

the-

Maupertue

c-
heaperMaupertusMaupertueMalapertMacerate air field while the 22d Infantry bypassed thisthis-

area

tia-

ra
this-

area

tia-

ra
this-

area

tia-

raarea and then turned eouthsouthcouth and systematicallysystematioally assaultedassaulted-

and

assault-
edand reducedreduoed thehe enemyenenwrenew and the fortificationsfortifioac1ons containedcontained-

therein.

conta-
ined

contained-

her

contain-

ed
contained-

therein.

conta-
inedtherein.thereinher e in .
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"

," ,
y,11y-

The

T-

he

.,-

1The

1-

The

,

The 557-mm557mm37-mm37- anti-tankantitankant i-tankitank- guneunsunun;
,

, mountedo nt ed in all armoredarmo'edarmoed:!;' carscarcars-

and

Car-
son

cars-

and

Car-
son

; .

and tanks , proved an extremely usefuluaetulacetyl and effectiveetteot1ve weaponeaponweapon-

in

weap-
on

eapon-

in

weap-

onin this campaignoampa1gD against enemy personnel and equipment.equipmentequipment-

.Its

equipm-
ent

.,
.Its accuracyaocuraoy withi'thithitch' HE11EAE ammunitionammun1t.ionammun1tion and its destructivedest"rUot1vdestrUot1v"

: powerpovverploverpower-

at

povve-

rat

pow-
er

overa-

ctat closeolOieolive quartersquarterequartered and in hedge row areas with1th oarmlateroaruiisterformatteraristaeoam11 tertear amam-

munition

am-amam-

munition

am-

munition

¬-

munitionmunitions far surpassed the expectationsexpeotations of the using troopsroopsdroops ;

they gained respect for the gungWlgal as the, campaignoampaign progressed.progressedprogressed-

.Its

progresse-

d.I

progress-

ed
.

I,

ItsItiZiti power of penetrationpenetrapenetrate 1on withi h AP ammunitionammun1'tionammun1tion' was extremelyextremely-

limited
extre-

mely
extremextremeextremely-

limited
extre-

mely
lyly-

limit
il-

licitlimitedlimit ed whenvvhenvive employed against enemy fortificationsforfort if ioaticatoatcat ion.sions. , howhow-how-

ever.

how-

ever

how-

eve

how-

ever

how-

eve

how-

ever

¬-

ever.evereve r.r.

Radiotadio communicationoommunication in chetheachehe Squadron was generallygenerally-

reliable

gene-
rally

generally-

reliable

gene-
rally

generally-

reliable

gene-
rallyreliable and accurate.accurate. It expedited thehe rapid transmissiontransmission-

of

transmissio-

nof informationinformainformal ion whenhen thehe Squadron was employed on reconnaisreoonnais-reoonnaisreconnais-recommitscretonnesreconnais-

sance

reoonnais-

sanoe

reconnais-

sance

reconnais-

sance

¬-

sancesanoestancesane missions.missions. Therherhea effectiveness of 'thish1s communicationcommunioationcommunication-

was

communioation-

was

communicati-

onwas due mainly tot o thehe excellence of the radio equipmentequipmen-

tprovided

equip-
ment

equipmen-

tprovided

equip-
ment

equipmen-

tprovided

equip-
mentprovided and to well trained communicationsoommun1cation&oommun1cation& personnel.personnelpersonnel.-

In

personn-

el

.

.In summarysumma ry it1t is1 s believedb e 11 eve d thatt h a.tat VIIVI I CorpsCorps ,. thet; he 4th4t h InIn-

fantry

In-InIn-

fantry

In-

fantry

¬-

fantrygantry Division and theGheGheehe gd22d$ Infantry Regiment ma3emade Eiaxi-Eiaximax1-max1maxi-maxiElixirEiaxi-

d

maxi-

0

Elixi-

r
max1-

dI
-

d/dd-

mum
m-

um
dI0/0dI-

mumferrective// .mummumf\errectivemumferrectivemumerectile\effectiveivedive use ofor the Squadron in thishis campaign.campaignoampaign.oampaign.
, The.rherherheaThe-

employment

St-

eeply
The-

employment

S-
teeply

.rhe-

employmentemployment of the Squadron as a wholehole or in part producedproduoedproduced-

the

produoe-

dth

produc-

edtheth e following1'0111011' ovd.ngovdngboding. resultsre snltsunlit s :

1.1. The'fhefhehe' detachmentdetaohment fromtromtromp Troop'froopfroopfop' B occupiedoooupied the lieIleIslelie-

du

lie-

u
Ile-

du

Led-

uc

Ile-

du

Led-

ucdu large and provided security for the landings on UtahUtah-

Beach.

utah-

Beach.

Utah-

Beach.Beach.Beach.

2.2. The Squadron in occupyingoooupy1ng the QuinevilleQu1nevilleQuintile -

MontebourgMonteMont eb ourgorg ridge line relieved the entireentKent ire 22d InfantryInfantry-

allowing
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

allowilg
Infa-

ntry
Infantry-

allowing
Infa-

ntryallowingallowilg: thisth i RegimentRegGreg 1ment tot o restIrest J, reorganize , and'and
'

:finallyt'inal"1ytinal1y' "

toto-

be

to-

e
to-

be

to-

e
t oo-

be

K-

obebe employed in a more criticalcrit.ioalcritioal. area.area.
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The enemy wasW&iWi& quite adept at changingohanginghanging the positionsposition.positionpositions-

of

position.-

of

positio-
ns

positio-
n

.
of hiehishide anti-tankantitank- guns , whichwhioh naewasname apparent fromtromtromp the absenceablenottalentabsence-

of

ablenot-

of
absen-

ce
alienat-

orof suchluchlunch neaponsweaponlweaponsweapon during the patrolpat rolroil actionact 1en and the presencepresence-

of

presen-
ceof two anti-tankantitank- gunsgun; along the samelame route during the tanktank-

attack

tam-

arack
tank-

attack.

tam-

arack
tank-

attack.

tam-

arackattackattack.*. Thefhehe HE concentrationoonoentration and smokeImoke screenlortenloren delivereddelivered-

by

deliver-
edby Troopfroopfop E denied the enemy observationoblervatiQn and causedoausedpaused him toto-

become

to-

bacco

to-

beoome

tro-

ublesome

to-

become

to-

baccobecomebeoome confused and expose hishiEhide rear , culminating in thethe-

destruction

thu-

nderstruck

the-

destruction

thu-

nderstruck

the-

destruction

thu-

nderstruckdestruction of the anti-tankantitank- gun situated south of the crosscrossr-

oad.

cross-

road

crossr-

oad.

cross-

road

crossr-

oad.

cross-

roadroad.road. Had the enemy , however , employed the twowo anti-tankantitankantitankg-

uns
antita-

nk
-

guns tot o greater advantage , the outcomeou oomeNome of the tank attackattack-

might

attac-
king

attack-

might

attac-
king

attack-

might

attac-
kingmight have been different.differentdifferent.-

The

different.'-

l'he

different-

lhe

differenti-

ate

differen-
tly

.*

The'l'helhehe' ' tank attack by Company F on shetihethetithe BourgBurg de lestrelesterlestre-

area

letterh-

ead
Lestre-

area

Letter-

head

Lestre-

area

Letter-

headarea displayed the successsucceiS that may be enjoyed by bold ,

aggressiveaggresfive: action coupled withithitch surprise and good fortune.fortunefortune.-

This

fortie-
ths

fortune-

.fhis

fortu-
ne

fortune.-

TM

fortu-
ne

.

ThisfhisTMhisE attackaGGQckat 6 ackJack was based on scant enemy infinfoinformationormatformat ion and waswaiwaifwas-

launched

as-

kance
wai-

launched

ab-

idance
was-

launched

as-

kancelaunched without1thou onehethe support of dismounted troops.troops. ThefheheThe-

Squadron

fhe-

Squadron

hehe-

Squadron

e-

scudoSquadron Commander employed a large portionport ion of his reservereserve-

in

reservi-
ngininihisfinisheschis\ihisihischinsibis\ attack further depleting the depth and flexibilityflexibility-

of

flexibilit-
yof an already shallowshal1o defense.defense. IfIt the tank attackattaok had beenbeen-

repulsed

bee-

rhouse

been-

repulsed

bee-

rhouse

been-

repulsed

bee-

rhouserepulsed and followedfolloVied by a strong counter-attackcounterattackcounter-atcounterat- caoIcoaticaoIdeepcladode'

,
"- a-deepdeepa---deepa-adeep-

penetration

-
dedeep-

penetration
d-

eepen
epep-

penetration

ex-

pectorationpenetration of our lines by the enemy could not have beenbeen-

prevented

ene-

rvated
been-

prevented.

ene-

rvated
been-

prevented.

ene-

rvatedpreventedprevented.prevented.-

The

prevent-

ed
,.

' Thehe assault guns of Troop'I'roopIroop' ' E werevvereverge never used aeas thethe-

name

hen-

bane

the-

name

hen-

bane

the-

name

hen-

banename impliesimplies.,. i'heiherhel'helheherhea' most effective employmentmploymeut of this trooptroop-

was

ropew-

ayswas by battery whenen the situation allowed all troopstroopitroop emem-

ployed

em-emem-

ployed

em-

ployed

¬-

ployedplayed tot o be supported by firetire from one location.locationlooation.looation.. TheTh-

eattaching

He-

mstitching

Th-

eattaching

He-

mstitching

Th-

eattaching

He-

mstitchingattaching of individual platoons tot; 0o reconnaissancereoonna1l an e troopstrotaro pi ,

howeverhoweveI'howeveI ' , was'Was' ofcenoftienoftenocean necessaryneceisary , particularlypar-t1cularlypart1cularly- in a fluid sitsit-

uation

att-attsit-sitMattatt-

uat

act-

uate

sit-

uation

¬-

uationnationuatat ion over an extendedext ended frontage.frontagefronfrom tage.tagestage.
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ANALYSIS AND CRITICISMCRIl'ICISMCRIlICISMCRITICISM-

The

CRIl'ICISM-

The

CRIlICISM-

The

Criticis-

m

'

The varied missionsmils10ne assignedalsignedaligned the Squadron in thisth11thisc-

ampaign

thin-

gamajig

th11-

campaign

thisc-

ampaign

thin-

gamajigcampaign did not completely followfollo the doctrinesdootrines forf rr-
ployment

r-

epayment

gym-gym-gy-

mployment

m-mm-

ployment

e-

mployment

-

ploymentloments of Cavalry in the currentourrent field manuals.manuals., ForFor-

instance

For-

biddance

For-

in8tanoe

For-

instance

For-

biddanceinstancein8tanoe the first missionm1esion for the Squadron , screeningsoreeningscreening-

the

soreening-

the
screeni-

ngthe QuinevilleQuintile ridge , lay in the realm of counter-reconcounterreconoounter-reoonoounterreooncounter-region-region-counterreconn-

aissance.
counterrefor-

mations
oounterreoonn-

a1ssa.nce.

oounterreoon-

na1ssance

counterregionn-

aissance.

counteresp-
ionage

- ¬

naissance.naissancena1ssa.nce.na1ssance.na1ssancenuisance. . However'RoV4eVel"RoV4eVel
'

" , the lack of cover, and concealmentooncealment.ooncealmentooncealment.-

Ghe

concealm-
ent

,.

oneGhetheGhee close010 se proximity of the enemyenemy.,. and the factfaotfagot thatth at thethe-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy knew the ridge wasas occupiedoocupied rendered the use of veve-

hicles

ve-veve-

hicles

ve-

hicles

¬-

hiclesChiles and cheirtheircoheir accompanyingaocompanying fire power impractical.impracticalimpraotioal.impraotioalimpartialimpractimpact ieal.iealideal. ThefheheTh-

eadditional

H-
eadstone

fhe-

additional

he-

adstone
Th-

eadditional

H-
eadstoneadditional requirementrequ1remen , tot o prevent enemy movement tot o thethe-

south

T-
heo

the-

south

T-
heo

the-

south

T-
heosouth , coupledooupled withithitch oneLhetheHe broad frontagetronton age and lacklaoklao of depthdepth-

changed

deta-

ching
depth-

changed

deta-

ching
depth-

changed

deta-

chingchanged the'the'thth' e complexion of the missionmiss ion to resemble a defensedefense-

with

defe-
nse

defense-

with

defe-
nse

defense-

with

defe-
nsewith insufficientinsufficien flexibility.flexibility. A chancechanoecanoe waewaswade taken inin-

assigning

in-

signia
in-

ase1gning

in-

assigning

in-

signiaassigningase1gning cheGhetheacheGhee Squadron &hishishiiGhisii& sector for if the enemy had beenbeen-

aware

Bu-
ena

been-

aware

Bu-
ena

been-

aware

Bu-
enaaware of the opposing strength , he could easily have penepene-pencepen-

etrated

pen-

etrated

pen-

etrat

pene-

trate

¬-

tratedtreatedtrattract ed the thinly held lines and advancedadvanoed south causingoausingpausing conoon-ooncon-onco-

nsiderable

oo-

nsiderable

co-

nsiderable

co-

nsiderable

¬-

siderablesidereal damage in the rear areas of VII Corps.CorpsCorps.-

The

Cor-
ps

Corps.-

The

Cor-
ps

Corps.-

The

Cor-
ps

.

The patrol action in thehe vicinity
,

of the crossoross roadroad-

near

bro-

ader

road-

near

bro-

ader

road-

near

bro-

adernear BourgBurg de LeetrelebtreLeeredlecturele tretare wasal not of sufficientlffiolen strength to sussus-subssus-

tain

sus-

tain

sus-

tain

¬-

tainstain itself1t elf during daylightdayligh , particularlypartioularly with the SinopeS1nopeSinoSinope-

River

Slipp-

erier

S1nope-

River

Sinope-

River

Slipp-

erierRiver as a barrier tot o withdrawalw1thdra al at the patrolfspatrol'spatrols' rear.rear. Al-AlAl-

thouph

Al-

though

Al-

thoufh

Al-

though

Al-

though

-

thouphthoufhthough cheytiheytheychewy gathered sufficientsuffioient informationinforma'&ioninformaion'& to& 0 substantiate&ubatant1ubatant1substantigtesubstantiate-

the

substantigte-

the

substanti-
ate

& tete-

the

te-

ethethe tank attack which followed , it is believed that needlessneedlellneedleneedless-

losses

needles-

sness
needlell-

losses

needless-

losses

needles-

snesslosses werevteI'evteIetee' suffered which couldoouldGould have been avoided ififthelithethe-the'-the-

patrol

th-

eatre
the-

patrol

th-

eatre
hehe-

patrol

es-

partopatrol had withdrawnVlithdravvn prior to'to' dawndawn.dawn,. or before becoming acac-

tively

ao-aoac-acao-

tively

ab-

ortively

ac-

tively

¬-

tivelylively involved in ese.,. fire1re!" figit.figitfight.fightfugit.*
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It was.asasvas. believed by the Commanding OfficerOff1oerOffioer of cheache; he 28d22d28-

dInfantry

22-

dInfantry

22-

dInfantryInfantry that the enemy forcesforoesforgoes at thehe air field would sursur-slursur-

render

sur-

render

sur-

render

¬-
render voluntarily when they realized they had been surround-surroundsurrounde-

d.

surround-

ed

- ,.

ed.ed. A large portion of the hostile forceforoefore , however , consiscon.il-con.ilconsis-consistcouncilconsis-

ted

con.il-

ted

consul-

ted

consis-

ted

. ¬-

ted of fanaticalfanatioal German air cadetsaadetladeptly whoho werewire manning the dualdual-

purpose

dual-

purpose

dual-

purposepurpose anti-aircraftantiaircraft- guns installed in the fortifications.fortificationsfortification.fortification. .

(32)32( )

On the 26th of June the 22d Infantry , whichwhiahwhish by thisthist-

ime

thir-

stier

thist-

ime

thir-

stier

thist-

ime

thir-

stiertime had completed oneGhetheGhee encirclement of the airai ! ' field , waswas-

forced

abs-

orbed

was-

forced

abs-

orbed

was-

forced

abs-

orbedforced to turn south and launch a coordinated attack tot o rere-

duce

re-rere-

duae

ree-

ducate

re-

duce

¬-

duceduaeDuane the field'sfields' fortificationsfor ificationsinflictions while the 24th Squadron concon-con.con-

tinued

con-

tinued

con-

.t

can-

't

¬-.
tinuedinuedtinedinuredt to block all avenues of escape.escape. It was only after aa-

bitter

b-

itter
a-

bitter

b-

itter
a-

bitter

b-

itter .bitter fightfigh.t that the GermanGerrGerry .nn. force surrenderedurrenderp.urrenderpsurrender. early on thethe-

27th

th-
e2t

the-

27th27th2t? h of June.June. (33)33( ) (34)34(34)-

rhie

34r-

hie
(34)-

l'hif.

34l-

hif
(34)-

2hic

34-
2hic

( )

rhiel'hif.lhif2hicRhinelife' .
' ended cheGhetheacheGhee last resistance that thet he 24th SquadronSquadron-

engaged

Squa-
dron

Squadron-

enga.ged

Squa-
dron

Squadron-

engaged

Squa-
dronengagedenga.ged. ((gijji # on thelihlich e CotentinContentingCot entKent in Peninsula.PeninsulaPeninsula.thePeninsula. Thei'heihe-thehe- ' Squadron movedmove-

dto

move-

dt

mov-

edtot o the vicinityvioinitviolinist y of HauHaul AuvrayAura on thet he afternoonaft ernoonVernon of the S7sh27thS7sh-

of

27th-

ofof June and reorganized.AtreorganizedAtreorgan1zed.Areorgan1zedAreorganized. 1000 on the 27th of June all oror-

ganized

or-oror-

ganized

or-

ganized

¬-

ganizedaniseed resistance in the City ofot Cherbourg ceased.ceased. (35)35(35)-

The

35T-

he

(35)-

rhe

35r-

he

(35)-

The

35T-

he

( )

Therherhea 24th Cavalry Squadron during chetheachehe period of the 16th16th-

to

16th-

to

16th-

ttot o chehetheache 27th of June killed 205 and captured 342 enemy.enemy. TheTh-

efollowing

Th-

eologian

Th-

efollov

Th-

eology

The-

follotv4ingfollowingfollotv4ingfollovfollow iDgID losses were sustained by cheGhetheacheGhee Squadron during thisthis-

period

whi-

spered

this-

pe

thi-

s
this-

period

whi-

speredperiodpe riodrod :

Killed in ActionAotionAbortion . . . . . . . 1111-
Wounded

11-
Wounded

11-
WoundedWounded in ActionAotionAbortion . . . . . . 4545-

Missing
45-

1iss1ng
45-

MissingMissing1iss1ng! in ActionAotion.AotionAbortion. . . . . . 3 (36)36( )

(32)32( ) A-7A7- , p.p. 6353 ; (33)33( ) A-lAlA-11- , p.p. 201 ; (34)34( ) A-7A7- , p.p. 63 ; PersonalPersonal-
Kno

Perso-
nal

Personal-
Kno..ledge

Pers-onal
Personal-

Knowledge
Pers-onalKnoKinoKno..ledgeKnoledgeKnowledge. .ledgeledge. ; (35)35( ) A-lAlA-II- , p.p. 197 ; Personal KnowledgeKnowledgej; (36)36( ) A-4A4- , p.p. 4.4.
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obstaclesobstaolell.obstaolellobataoles.obataolesobstacle*. The tovintownTobin felltell tot o the 22d InfantryInfant ry on the mornmorn-morn-

ing

morn-

ing

morn-

ing

¬-
ingKing of the 26th of JuneJune.,. (27)27( ) (28)28(28)-

During

28-
During

(28)-

During

28-
During

(28)-

During

28-
During

( )

During the assault on GonnevilleO'Neill the enemy threat toto-

the
t-

ote

to-

the
t-

ote
t oo-

the

o-

therthe supply line of the 22d Infantry wasas considerably rere-

duced.

re-

duced

re-rere-

duaed.

ree-

ducated

re-

duced.

re-

duced

¬-

duced.ducedduaed.duaeddeuceddaubed. As a result Troopl1roop B on the evening ofot the 25th ofotof-

June

soj-

ourned

ot-

June

obt-

unded

of-

June

soj-

ournedJune wasvvasvas given the mission of protectingproteoting the entireen il'4eil4e' lengthlength-

of

lengt-

h
lengt-

hoft

leng-

thofofttheherroute.routeau t e e. (29)29(29)-

Concurrently

29C-

oncurrently

(29)-

Concurrently

29C-

oncurrently

( 29 )

Concurrently withVJithViet the above activitiesaotivities , the 22d InIn-

fantry
In-InIn-

fantry

In-

fantry

¬-

fantrygantry , less the 2d Battalion , was also engaged in propro-pro-

tecting

pro-

tecting

pro-

tecting

¬-

tectingtesting the Corps right flank by blocking enemy movementmovemen-

tto

moveme-

ntt

moveme-

nttot o the west from the MaupertusMalapert - G-onnevilleGonnevilleGonnevilleSomervilleO'Neill- area.area. TheThe-

bulk

He-

rbal

The-

bulk

He-

rbal

The-

bulk

He-

rbalbulk of the enemy had been driven by pressure from thethe-

east

the-

reat

the-

east

the-

reat

the-

east

the-

reateast , south , and westvwest to10; the protectionpro'pro' ectionsection afforded by thethe-

Maupertus

te-
apots

the-

aupertu8

the-

Maupertus

te-
apotsMaupertusaupertu8Malapert air field which was surrounded by prepared forfor-for-

tifications.

for-

tifications
for-

tifioat1ons.

for-

tifioat1ons

for-

tifications.

for-

tifications

¬-

tifications.tificationstifioat1ons.tifioat1onstriplications. (30)30(30)-

On

30-
On

(30)-

On

30-
On

( )

.

On the 25th of June while the 22d Infantry progressedprogressed-

slowly

progre-
ssed

progressed-

slowly

progre-
ssed

progressed-

slowly

progre-
ssedslowly tot o the north , the 24th Squadron was employed in concon-con-

taining

co-

ntaini

co-

ntain

con-

taining

¬-

tainingstainingtainistain ng the enemy at the airair'' field.fieldtfelf.tfelfield-ieldTeltfelf.Irroo'ptfelfIrroopieldTroophilltopf
*

(
-

. TroopIrroo'pIrroopAirdrop
'

0C moved from thethe-

St.

thei-

st

the-

St.

thei-

st

the-

St

te-
StSt.StSt . Pierre EgliseEglisEliseEllisa area and contained the eastern side ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

lihe

off-

line

of-

the

of-

tenthelihelithe field.field. Troop'froopfroopfop'

A maintained contactoontaotonto with chetihetheachetithe rearl'earlear' orof'of' thehethe-

attacking

he-

mstitching

the-

attacking

he-

mstitching

he-

at.tacking

re-

attaching.attackingat.tacking Infantry and containedonta1nedc the westernwastwaist ernBern side of thethe-

field

She-

ffield

the-

field

She-

ffield

the-

field

She-

ffieldfield , and Troop'rrooprroopdroop' B containedoontained on the south withvvithvi the additionaladditional-

task

additio-
naltask of patrolling the supply route south tot o Le The'rherherheaTheil.TheilEthel' 11.11it.it. TherherheaThe-

4th

rhe-

4th

hehe-

4th4th Reconnaissance Trooprroopdroop and Company F were in Squadron rere-

serve.

re-

serve

re-rere-

serve.

re-

serve

re-

serve.

re-

serve

¬-

serve.serve. Troopfroopfop T2EE'' wasas utilized in furnishing artillery supsup-sup-

port

sup-

port

sup-

port

¬-

port for the forcesforoesforgoes containingoontaining the air field.field. (31)31( )

(27)27( ) A-4A4- , p.p. 3 ; Personal Knowledge ; (28)28( ) A-lAlA-11- , p.p. 201 ;
(29)29( ) Personal KnowledgeKnov.ledgeKnovledge. ; (to.rOrO. :; O ) A-lAl.A-l.A.A-1J.p.A1Jp..A1J.p.1Jp. - , . p.pp..183p.183p183.

., ., .
183.33. ; Personal Knowledge ;

(31)31( ) A-lAlA-11- , ( footnotetootnote ) , p.p. 183J.83J83.8383]. ; Personal Knowledge.Knowledge.
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and Company F accountedaooount.daooountdaoodunted. for 30 enemy killed and waswalwail instru1nltru.1nltruinstructinstru-

mental

1nltru.-

mental

1nltru-

mental

instinset ru.ru¬...
mental in the oapturecapture of the town which felltell about noonnoon.noon'l-

'V40

noonl-

V40

noon.-

Two

no-
on

,.

'Jvio'l'V40lV40TwoViol?' F Company tanks were destroyed in this battle by enemyenem-

yantitank
enem-

yantitank
enem-

yantitankanti-tankantitank- fire but the crews esoapedescapedsoaped with only minor inin-

juries
in-inin-

juries

in-

juries

¬-

juries and rejoined ChetheChen company.companycompany.-

At

company-

.A

compa-
ny

.

AtA 1945 cherhetheacherhea; enemy launchedlA.t1.11ohedlAt1.11ohedlAt111ohedlau.mchedlaumched. ..
, ana.n. uncoordinated but dede-

termined

de-dede-

t

de-

bt

de-

termined

¬-

terminederminederminet attackat tack from 'thehe easteaftea--teataft:-
- in an estimatedest imatmat ed reinforcedl"einforoedleinforoedreinforcedc-

ompany
reinfo-

rced
l"einforoedc-

ompany

leinforoedc-

ompany

reinforcedc-

ompany
reinfo-

rced
"

company strengthstrengtht, toward Troopi'roopiroop' A1A'AAte' 8 position.positionpost tion.tionion. The'rherherhea' outpostoutpost-

withdrew

out-
post

outpost-

withdrew

out-
post

outpost-

withdrew

out-
postwithdrew and fire from Troop E'sEs' assault guns was adjustedadjusted-

in

adjuste-

din support of Troopfroopfop AA.A,. As the enemy attackattaok progressed itit-

was

v-

itas

it-

as

vi-

tas

it-

was

v-

itaswasas met by intense machine gun and 37-mm37mm- oannistercannisterbanistercanister firetire dede-

livered

de-dede-

livered

de-

livered

¬-

livered from the vehicles.vehicles. The'rherherhea' enemy was driven off afterat'teratterLatterafter-

suffering
aft-

erlife
at'ter-

suff"ering

atter-

suffering

after-

suffering
aft-

erlife
: '

sufferingsuff"ering" heavy casualties includinginclud.ingincludginclude. ingKing someEomecomeYeomen 50 killed 8.nd8ndand. nd anan-

undetermined

A-

nnette
an-

undetermined

A-

nnette
an-

undetermined

A-

nnetteundetermined number wounded.wounded. Company F , having reorganreorgan-reorganizereorgan-

ized

reorgan-

ized

reorgan-

ized

¬--

izedsized after chetheache attack on PinabelPinnate , was returning to thethe-

Squadron

the-

Squadron

the-

SquadronSquadron CPOP when the attack on Troop A began.began. CompanyCompany-

F

Compan-

yF Commander wasas ordered tot o coordinate with Trooproopdroop A and renren-Orenren-

der

ren-

der

ren-

der

¬-

derdeer any possible assistance.assistanceassistanoe.assistanoe. After the attackattaok was rere-

pulsed

re-rere-

pulsed

re-

pulsed

¬-

pulsed hyby Trooprroopdroop: A , Company F pursuedpursuedtihepursuedthepursuedthe-tihetihe-thetithe- retreating GermanGerma-

nforce

Ger-
man

Germa-

nforce

Ger-
man

Germa-

nforce

Ger-
manforce northeast toward GonnevilleO'Neill , killing an additional
50 enemy.enemyenemy.-

On

ene-
my

.

On thehe 24th of June Company F and the light tank oom-oomcom-comboomoom-

pany

com-

pany

oom-

pany

com-

pany

com-

pany

-

[ panypanky of chefiheacheficheu he 70th 'Tank11ank Battalion launched twot1l0 separateleparate at-atat-
i

ant-

i

at-

tacks

at-

tacks

at-

tacks

-
i

tacks on GonnevilleO'Neill fromtromtromp the south.south. TheseTheleThee attacks werewere-

employed

pere-

mptory

were-

employed

pere-

mptory, ' employed as a diversion to drawdraV4 the"the" enemy'senemysenemy' attentionattMatt entionmention fromtromtrompfrom-

the

frot-

hed
_

"

i ,, 1*' .&\ , *", \ l"l*" \.IV..IV.\.
.IV.-

p.p.p..
( ,? t.i'ti;. '" the main effort made by the 22d Infantry fromtromtromp the easteast.east.-

I

eas-

t

east.-

The

ea-

st
*., -

( fl :I 'The'fhefhehe tankk attacksaCkSbacks failed1'a11et1a11et' , howeverhow eve r , tot o penetratepenetrate the GonneGonne-GoneGonn-

eville

O'N-

eill
Gonne-

v111e

Gonn-

eville

O'N-

eill
¬-

villev111evile defenses which included numerous road blocksblookslooks and tank
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FINAL OPERATIONSOPERAl'IONSOPERAlIONSOPERATIONS-

SEE

OPERAl'IO-

NSJ

OPERAlIO-

NSJ

OPERATIO-

NS

: '

J( SEE MAP FFlFl-

On

Fel-

on

)

On the 23d of June the Squadron was detacheddetaohed fromfrom-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

the

frot-

hedthe 4th InfantryIntantInstant J Division and attachedattaohed tot o the 22d InfantryInfantry-

Regiment
Infa-

ntry
InfantryR-

egiment.
Infa-

ntry
InfantryR-

egiment.
Infa-

ntryRegimentRegiment.,. Orders immediately followed directing the SquadSquad-Squad-

ron

¬-

ron to physicallyphysioally occupyooouPY the supply route extending northnorth-

from

Nort-

hrop

north-

from

Nort-

hrop

north-

from

Nort-

hropfrom Le TheilEthel and to keep this route open , thereby relievreliev-relievereliev-

ing

reliev-

ing

reliev-

ing

¬-

ingKing the 22d Infantry, of this'chischischins' taskaik.aiktask.akaik.Ihealkies*. TheIheHe roueerouterouge was divideddivided-

into
divid-

ed
divided-

into
divid-

ed
divided-

into
divid-

edinto three parts and Troop'l'rooplrooploop' ' A was given the northern sectionsectioD ,

Troop'I'roopIroop' ' B the centeroenterenter , and the"the'the"' 4th ReconnaissanceReconnaissanoe Troop'l'rooplrooploop' ' thethe-

southern

tes-

tosterone

the-

sou'thern

the-

southern

tes-

tosterone

the-

southern

tes-

tosteronesouthernsou'thern' section.sectionseotion.seotion.* The'l'helhehe' ' Squadron CP moved tot o Le Theil'llheilllheilEthelalleleTh' eilNeil withwith-

Company

litho-

mancy
with-

Company

litho-

mancy
with-

Company

litho-

mancyCompany F in reserve.reserve. Troop'l'rooplrooploop' ' BEEJ, less one platoonpla.toon. attachedattaohedattached-

to

attaohed-

to
attache-

dt

attache-

dttoo Troop COJ, wasas employed in thehe vicinity of Le TheilfheilEthelferial to sup&UP-&UPUPsup-sup-

port

&U-

Ppor'

UP-

por

Up-

per

sup-

port

& ¬-

portpor'porpoor' thishis operation.operation. Troop'rrooprroopdroop' C continued its screeningsoreening missionmission-

from

misinf-

orm

mission-

from

misinf-

orm

mission-

from

misinf-

ormfrom St.StSt o. Pierre EgliseEliseEgliEli se north sot o the Channel and maintainedmaintained-

contact

mainta-
ined

maintained-

contact

mainta-
ined

maintained-

contact

mainta-
inedcontact withithitch the enemy lineslinealineal by meansmean of mountedmounte.d.

. . - .
and

" . . . .disdil-dildis-daisdialdis-

mounted

dil-

mount

dis-

mount

dis-

mounted

. "

¬-

mountedmount ed patrols.patrolspatrol.patrolpatrols.-

The

patro-

ls
. .

The'fhefhehe' three troops protectingproteotprotect ingKing the supply route occupiedoooupiedoccupied-

positions
occu-

pied
oooupie-

dpositions

occupied-

pceit

occup-

iedpositionspceitpewit ions on either side of the road employing all vehicularvehioularvehicular-

weapons

vehic-
ular

vehioular-

eapons

vehic-
ular

vehicularm-

ea.pons
vehic-

ularweaponseaponsmea.ponsmeapons. in partial defilade behind hedge rows to coverooverover thethe-

areas

the-

atres

the-

areas

the-

atres

the-

areas

the-

atresareas to the easteaiteat and west of the route.route. Beyond thesethe&ethee& dede-

fenses

de-dede-

fenses

de-

fenses

¬-

fensescenses dismounteddi mounted outpostsoutPOlts wereere employed fortortore securityseourity meamea-me-

asures

mea-

eurei.

me-

asure

me-

asures

¬-

sureseurei.eureisurestureic*.

At 0900OgOOTogo CompanyCompa.ny. FFIVaiFivewas\IVaiIVaiwanVail\ ordered, tot o move north along thethe-

supply

ch-

eaply

thel-

aupply

ch-

eaply

the-

supply

ch-

eaplysupplylaupplyLapp route tott\ttttlih.e\ chelih.elihech.eachelithe. InfantryIJlfantryDilatory positionposit ion where it Joined oneon-

ebattalion

N-

embutal

on-

ebattalion

N-

embutal

on-

ebattalion

N-

embutalbattalion of the 22d Infantry in an attackat aokamok on PinabelPinabel.PinnatePinabel.-

This

Inabili-

ties

Pinabel.-

This

Inabili-

ties

,.

This actionaotlon.aotlonApollo,. although hastily organized , was successfulsuooelstulsoonest
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On the 22d of Junetune the Squadron Commander directeddireoteddirected-

Troop
direc-

ted
direoted-

roop
diet-

ed
directed-

Troop
direc-

tedTrooproopdroop Ca to reconnolterreconnoiter wewestat In the zone bounded on the northnorth-

by

Nor-
th

north-

by

Nor-
th

north-

by

Nor-
thby the EnglishEnglieh ChannelOhannel and on the south by the Barfleur-BarfleurBartleur-BartleurBafflerBarterBarfleur-

Cherbourg

Bartleur-

Cherbourg

Barfleur-

Cherbourg

-

Cherbourg highway.highway. Some scatteredsoatteredspattered resistanceresistanoe was encounteredenoounteredencountere-

dInitially
encoun-

tered
enoountere-

dinitially
encoun-

tered
encountere-

dinitially
encoun-

teredInitially , becomingbeoomingbooming strongeritronger as the troop progressed to thethe-

west

che-

wiest

the-

estt

te-

st
the-

west

che-

wiestwestesttest, and culminating in a stronglyItrongly held line consistingoonsisting ofof-

a

sof-

aa series of fortificationsfort ifioatidiotif ioatoat ions extendingext ending from ThevilleThrilled northnorth-

through

north.-

th

nort-

h
north-

through..thththroughrough CosquevilleConsequential tot 0o the Channel.ChannelChannel.IrheChannel. TheIrheIre 4th/Reconnaissance4thReconnaissance4thReconnaissance-

Troop

4th /,; Reoonnfj,1ssancReoonnfj1ssancReoonnaissanceReconnaissanceReoonnaissance-

Troop

Reconnaiss-
ance

, ee-

'l'roop

e-

lroop

e-

lope .Troop'l'rooplrooploop' ' viaswasvials again attached to.to the Squadron on this date andand-

was

pan-

das

and-

Vias

Can-

dia

and-

was

pan-

daswasViasVials employed tot 0 contain the enemyenem.y. on theth e GonnevilleO'Neill - TheIhe-IheThe-HeTh-

eville

Th-

rilled

Th-

eville

Th-

rilled

'

,[Ih-

eville

Ch-

enille

¬-

villevile line relieving Troopfroopfop AA.A,. By this time the 22d InfanInfan-InfantInfan-

try
Infan-

try
Infan-

try
¬-

try RegimensRegiment had secured the'the' he high ground southeast of Pina-PinaPimaPina-

bel

Pinn-

ate

Pina-

bel

Pinn-

ate

Pina-

bel

Pinn-

ate

-=

belAbel , and Troopfroopfop A was employed to protectprotecttheprotectthe-the- Regiments rightright-

flank

righ-

tful
right-

flank

righ-

tful
right-

flank

righ-

tfulflank alonglong the line GonnevilleO'Neill - Letehe Theil.Theilrheil.rheilEthelredialTh eil.eilNeil. Company B ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 801staOlstatolls T.Tf.f. D.D. Battalion moved south and took over thethe-

Quineville

the-

Quineville

the-

uinevilleQuinevilleuinevilleQuintileinveigle, - VaudrevilleVaudrev111eVaudeville line relieving Troopfroopfop B whichh1ch rere-

verted

re-rere-

verted

re-

verted

¬-

vertedaverted to Squadron reserve at HauHaul DoucetDoucet.Docent,. (2b2b(25)25(25)-

The

25-
The

( )

The'rherherhea' enemy situatione1tuat ion at thisthithins timet 1me in the GonnevilleGonnev1lleO'Neill -
. . .' " -

' " . . . . . - . - . .

BcisBeisBoisABCsBemis du CoudrayCuracy area wasas extremely fluidfluid.o*. The'rherherhea' advanceadva.noeadvanoe. ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 22d Infantry Regiment to the north and west was hamperedhampered-

to

hampered'-

lio

hampered-

lio

hampere-

dt

hamper-

edto'lioliot' o cuchuchcouchmuch an extent by harassingharass1.ngharass1ng. enemy that it had tot o be temtem-tem-

porarily

tem-

porarily

tem-

porarily

¬-

porarilytorridly abandoned.abandonedabandabandon oned.onedboned. The'rherherhea' enemy was infiltratinginf1lt rat 1ng from thethe-

Gonneville

the-

Gonnevil1e

the-

GonnevilleGonnevilleGonnevil1eO'Neill area southwest to'to' the Bois du CoudrayCuracy , cuttingcutting-

the
cutti-

ngthe Regiments supply line whichVih1ch extended from Lehe Theil'fhe1lfhe1lEthelTheil-

north

He-
lot

'fhe1l-

north

fhe1l-

north

Theil-

north

He-
lot

'

north along a stretchst ret 3h ofor unimproved road about .30003000,3000., yardsyard.yardyards-

in

yar-
ds

yard.-

in

yar-

d
.

in length tot o the Regiment'sRegimentsRegiment'8Regiment8' position.position. Nearly all of thethe-

Regiment's

the-

Regiments

th-

erein
the-

Reg

the-

Re

the-

Regiment

th-

ereinRegiment'sRegimentsRegimentRegGreg ent'sentsLentst' s strength wasVla&VlaVela& employed in protecting this supplysupply-

route

sup-
ply

supply-

rout

sup-
ply

supply-

route

sup-
plyrouteroute and in "moppingmopping" up"up" operations.operationsoperatoperant ions.ions.* (26)26( )

(25)25( ) 1-414A-4A- , p.p. 2 ; Personal KnowledgeKnoKino ledge ; (26)26( ) 1-11A-lAlA-ii- , pp.pp. 174-175174175174-175.174175.175.- *.
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road toward Quettehou.QuettehouQuoteQuettQuest, ehou.ehouecho. Numerous obstaclesobitaolll , mined sectionsseotionsection_ ,

oratersratersoratorate er.erers. J, and debris ereWeltewereWelt* encounteredenoountremount erederred: along thist his road necesneoe-neoeneces-niecesneenece-

ssitating

neo-

esitat1ng

nece-

ssitating

;¬-

sitatingsitat1ngsituating a cautious advanceadvance.*. By 2300 CaptCapt..Caput. Bone reportedreporte4reported-

having

repo-
rted

reporte4-

having

reported-

having

repo-
rtedhaving reached MorgalinesMorla11nee.Morla11neeMorsalines.MorsalinesMoraines*. The Squadron CP had moved toto-

the

to-

te
to-

the

to-

te
t oo-

the

o-

therthe vicinity of VaudrevilleVaudeville with1th Company F in reserve , andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe remainder of Troopfroopfop BE held in readinessreadinei&readineibreadline& tot o support TroopTroop-

B

Troo-
pB by fire ifi f needed.neededneeded.-

On

needed.-

On.

need-
ed

.

OnOn.. the 21st of June Trooprroopdroop A was ordered tot o recon-reconrecon-

noiter

recon-

noiter

recon-

noiter

-

noiterniter northwestnorthwcctnorth cctct too Le Vast and northnOIthninth, cofiOto St.St. PierreP1eI'reP1eIre' SgliseEg11se2gliseGlistenSglise-

while

Eg11s-

ehile

2glise-

whilewhilehileChile Trooprroopdroop C was ordered tot o continueoontinue north through Quette-QuetteQuoteQuette-

hou

Quo-

te
QuettQuest e-ee-

hou

e-

cho

-

houhour tot o Barfleur.BarfleurBaffler., TheOheHehe coastal road was etillstilltillet ill cluttered withithitchwith-

obstacles

swit-

chblades

with-

obstacles

swit-

chblades

ith-

obstacles

thu-

mbtacksobstacles and Trooprroopdroop A'eAeA'sAsAle' advance was moremo e rapid than Troopfroopfopfroop-

O's.

froop-

Os

Troop-

C's.

Troop-

Cs
fo-

ps
Troo-

ps
Troop-

Cfs.

Trop-

icsCfs.CfsO's.OsC's.CsCuffs' . By noon Troopfroopfop A hadhead succeeded in reaching le VastVast-

and

Casta-

neda

Vast-

and

Casta-

neda

Vast-

and

Casta-

nedaand St.St. Pierre EgliseElise , picking up several GerrranGermanGerGear an prisonersprisoners-

who

prisoners-

ho
prison-

erswhoho offeredcfferedcoffered no resistance.resistance. At 1400 Troopfroopfoproopdroop A was ordered toto-

reconnoiter

to-

reconnoi

o-

regano
to-

reconnoiterreconnoiterreconnoit er westes'test' ; in thet he zone bounded on the south by ChetheChenCh-

eSaire

Ch-

eshire

the-

Sa1I'e

the-

Sa1Ie

the-

Saire

th-
eatreSaireSa1I'eSa1IeSire' River and onontheMontethe'the-the'- north by thelihelithe St.StSteSate. Pierre EgliseEg11seEliseEgliEli se -

00 . ' . , . . -

."Cherbourg"Ch'erbourg.Ch'errbourgCherrbourg' highway.highwayh1gh a.y.ay. . This'rhisrhishis' troop now began to encounterencounter smallsmalle-

nemy

Mar-

lene

smalle-

nemy

Mar-

lene

smalle-

nemy

Mar-

leneenemy columns retreating towardto ardWard Cherbourg and by 1945 thethe-

troop

the-

rmo
the-

t

thef-

t

the-

troop

the-

rmotroopt rooI'rooIroil' wase.1e1. & in contact withw1 h strong enemy forces along the'checheache' lineline-

Theville

inex-

tensible

line-

'rheville

line-

rheville
inc-

redible
line-

Theville

inex-

tensibleTheville'rhevillerhevilleThrilledrevile' - GonnevilleGonne'TilleGonneTilleO'NeillConnectible'{ - Le Thcil.Thcilrhcil.rhcilheil.heilTHCracialhail. MeanwhileMeanVfh11e Troop C concon--con-

tinued

con-

tinued

con-

tinued

¬-

tinuedtined north throughchrough QuettehouQuote and reachedreaohed BarfleurF3arfleurBaffler by darkdark-

finding

Dar-

winian

dark-

find

archf-

iend

dark-

finding

Dar-

winianfindingfind in the town'town' unoccupied.unoccupiedunoooupied.unoooupied . The'rherherhea' Squadron CPOPOP1I1thwith\1I1th1I1th\ CompanyCompany-

F

Compan-

yF and Trooprroopdroop E ( - ) movedmove north tot o thelihelithe vicinity of HauHaul DouoetDoucetDuetDocentDouoe-

tleaving

Douce-

tleaving

Du-
ctile

Douce-

tleaving

Du-
ctileleaving Troopfroopfop B on the Quinevilleu1nevilleQuintile - VaudrevilleVaudrev111eVaudrevillaVaudeville line to conoon-oononcon-

tinue

oon-

t

on-

t

oon-

tinue

con-

tinue

¬-

tinueinuetineinuret 'thethe' hc screeningsoreening mission.mission. CompanytJompanyutopian B of thetihe'tihetithetihe'eOlattiheeOlattheocrat'

801eteOlat801stelate T:r.r2.2,. D.DD-

.Battalion

D-

.Batta110n

D-

Batta110n

D-

.Battalion

.

BattalionBatta110n was attached tot o the Squadron at 2200.2200.*
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,/

HavingRaving reported tot o the 4th Division the actionsaot1on8actions-

occurring
act-

ions
aot1on8-

N

actions-

occurring
act-

ions
-NN- __ . . . _ . . __ _ . . . .

. , . . .. . -- .- , . . ,-
occurringooourr1ng on the 19th of JuneJune.June,. the 24th Squadron wasas orderedordered.ordered.-

on

ordere-

d
,.

on the 20th ofot June , to extend Itsiti1 zone westward7Iest1tardvestward to thethe-

vicinity
the-

vicinity
the-

vicinityvicinity of VaudrevilleVaudevilleVaudrevAudrey ll and tot o reoonnoiterreconnoiterreoOreo on no iterbiter tot o the northnorth-

in

nothi-
ngin the area east ofot the SinopeS1nopeSino River.River. The 4th ReconnaissanceReoonna1ssanoeReconnaissance-

Troop

Reoonna1ssanoe'J-

:1roop

Reoonna1ssanoeJ-

1roop

Reconnaiss-
anceTroop'J:1roopJ1roop' : was detachedde'cacheddecached' from the Squadron at this timetime.time.-

'rroop

time-

rroop
ti-

mer
time.-

Troop

*.

Troop'rrooprroopdroop' B took over the; screening mission of the enen-

tire
en-enen-

1re

en-

tire

¬-

tire1re front from uinevilleQuinevilleinveigleQuintile, west along chetheache SinopeSino River toto-

Vaudreville.

to-

Vaudreville.

to-

Vaudreville.Vaudreville.VaudrevilleVaudeville. Since the breadth of the sector waswastoowastetoo-too- widewide-

for
wi-

de
wide-

for
wi-

de
wide-

for
wi-

defor one troop tot o cover dismounted , vehicular patrols werewer-

eutilized

wer-

eutilized

wer-

eutilizedutilized tot o connectconnec'connec' strong points whichhiohShiloh were establishedestablished-

at

establishe-

dat likely avenues of approach.approachapproach.-

Troops

appro-

ach
approach-

.froops

appro-

ach
approach.-

Troops

appro-

ach
.

Troopsfroopsfops A and C mounted in their vehicles in preparaprepara-prepareprepara-

tion

prepara-

tion

prepara-

tion

¬-

tionion for reconnaissance missions.missions. Trooprroopdroop A , withithitch one plapla-planpla-

toon

pla-

toon

pla-

toon

¬-

toonton of assaultassaul guns from Troopfroopfop E attached , was ordered toto-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmove

to-

move

co-

mmove .move westvves.tvvestvest tot 0o VaudrevilleVaudeville , and to reconnoiter northnOthnO -thth- along thethe-

Vaudreville

the-

Vaudrevl11e

the-

VaudrevilleVaudrevilleVaudrevl11eVaudeville - Le Vast road toliot o i-tsits1.ts1tsits-. Junctionjunotion with the Valognes-ValognesAloneValognes-

Quettehou

Valognes-

Q.uettehcu

Valognes-

Quettehou

-

QuettehouQ.uettehcuQuettehcuQuoteQuebec., , highway and to secureseaUl"eseaUlesealed" 'theh e bridgebridg'e"bridge'' "' over the SinopeSinoSinope-

River

Slipp-

erier

Sinope-

Ri

Snoop-

er

Sinope-

River

Slipp-

erier .RiverRi verveer southwestsoutscout hwestwest of thisth is junction.junctionjunctjaunt ion.ion. At 2200 Capt.CaptCap.t..Caput. Brooks 0.0o.o0-

.Norman

0-

Norman

o-

.Norman

c-

onformant

0-

.Norman

0-

Norman

.

Norman , commanding Trooprroopdroop A , reported that his troop hadhad-

reached

hu-

arache

had-

reached

hu-

arache

had-

reached

hu-

arachereached thehe Junction of chesehese6hesechessesthese twot o roadsroads.roads,. securedseouredsoured the bridge ,

capturedoaptured twot'tt'rtr' . o GermaneuermansLermansGermans guarding the bridge , and had reduced demdem-deemde-

molitions

de-

molitions

de-

molitions

¬-

olitionsvolitions whichvuhichunhitch had been prepared for the destructiondestruotion of the'the'the-

bridge.

the-

bridge

He-

brides

'the-

bridge.

the-

bridge

He-

brides

'the-

bridge

He-

bridesbridgebridge.*. Capt.CaptCaput. Norman was then'then' directed tot o resumereiumeregime reconnaissancereoonnaissanoereconnaissance-

east

reoonnaissanoe-

east

reconnaissa-
nceeast tot o QuettehouQuoteQueQueen, t t eh ou , which his troopt oopop rapidlyrapidly'' reachedreaohed and 'reportedreported'reported-

unoccupied

reported-

unoccupied

rep-
orted

'reported-

unoccupi

reported-

unoccupi

repo-
rted

'reported-

unoccupied

reported-

unoccupied

rep-
orted

'

unoccupiedunoccupied at 2300.2300. At theth e samei1ame timet imedime Troop'l'rooplrooploop' ' CC.C,. with111 th one platoonplatoon-

of

platoo-

n
plat oononoon-

of

on-

toof TroopI'roopIroop' E attachedtachedacheda ,
'

was'Ia&Ia' & directeddireoted tot'tto-dove'todove'dove-'' ' movenove'nove ' overoerBoer, thet h-ehe- bridger1dge'bridge' south.south.south-

of

.south-

of

Sou-

thof BourgBurg de leesreIJeEHreLesureleeredJeeredLeisure, and boLoo recoanoiterreoonnoitreconnoiterer north along the coastalQoaltalCoattail
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vv-

hits

h-

its

\' - ( \ .

. _ . .ll.

- - . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . .

hitshit.hit. or near missesm11sei from artillery or mortars merewere susSUI-SUIsus-subsSUFIsus-

tained

SUI-

tQ

SU-

It
sus-

taine4

¬-m

tainedtaine4stainedtQ
.

.e4..bye4.bye4by., ., . .by the tankstank.tank. and bothbo'th' platoonsplat'oons' returnedreturne.d. unscathed.unscathedunscathed.-

The

unscath-
ed

unsHuns the .

The total time consumedoonsumed by the entire actionact ion was one hourhour-

and

gourm-

and

hour-

and

gourm-

and

hour-

and

gourm-

andand fifteenrift eenen minutes.minutesminutes.s. (31)31(21)21( ) (22)22(22)R-

ECONNAISSANCE

22R-

ECONNAISSANCE

(22)R-

ECONNAISSANCE

22R-

ECONNAISSANCE

(22)R-

ECONNAISSANCE

22R-

ECONNAISSANCE

( )

RECONNAISSANCERECONNAISSANCE-

SEE

RECONNAISSAN-

CE( SEESEEIAPSHEILAMAP-IAPIAPAP- ! EEJEJ-

'L'he

EJ-

Lhe

Be-

lched

)

The'L'heLheHe' ' night of thet he 19th-20th19th20th- of June wasvvasvas extremelyextremely-

quiet

extrem-
ely

extextremely-

quiet

extrem-
ely

remelyfreelyremely-

qUietquiet and completely devoid of shellinghelllng by the enemyenemy.*. PaP-

atrols

Pa-PaP-

atrols

P-

atrols

¬-

trolstrolls reported evidence of enemy movement and ChetheChen followrollofollow-rollfollow-

ing

followi-

nC

follow-

ing

¬-

inginCKing day iCit was discovered that Chethe'theChen' German force in thethe-

Bourg

Che-

rbourg

the-

Bourg

Che-

rbourg

the-

Bourg

Che-

rbourgBourgBurg de LestreLester area had withdrawnlthdrawnthrown to the north.north. CivilC1v1l-C1v1lCivil-Civil-

ians

C1v1l-

1ans

Civil-

fans

Civil-

ians

¬-

ians1ansfansins reported that the retreating column consistedoonsisted ofor a-aa-

bout

a-

bout

a-

bout

-

bout 150 enemy , many of whom were1iere wounded.woundedvvounded.vvoundedvoided. (23)23(23)-

Meanwhile

23M-

eanwhile

(23)-

Meanwhile

23M-

eanwhile

(23)-

Meanwhile

23M-

eanwhile

( )

Meanwhile the 4th Infantry Division continued itsitaKita adad-

vance

ad-ad-ad-

vanoe

ad-

vance

ad-

vance

¬-

vancevanoevane tot o the north.north., At 1800 on the 19th ofo f JuneTune Monte-MonteMonte--Monte.Monte-

bourg

Mo-
nte

Monte-

bourg

Mo-
nte

-.. -.

bourgburgb ourgorg fell tot o the 22d Infantry and at 0830 on the 20th ofof-

June

soj-

ourned

of-

June

soj-

ourned

o ff-

June

J-

uneJune ValognesValoenesValoFnesAloneValencesAloofness: fell to the 8th Infantry.InfantryInf'an'ry.Infanry' ': . At about noon on011on-

the

M-

onte

01-

1the

on-

the

M-

ontethe 20th of June , it became apparenCapparen'tapparent' that General VonVo-

nSohleiben

Co-

nsolable

Von-

Sohle1ben

Vo-

nSohleiben

Co-

nsolableSohleibenSohle1benShebang , the German commanderoommsnbooms, er , had ordered a withdrawalwithdrawal-

of

withdraw-

alof chetheache remnants of his four German divisions along the ene-

ntire

en-ene-

ntire

e-

ntire

¬-

tire front towardto ardWard Cherbourg.CherbourgOherbourg.Oherbourg. Thish1s decisiondeoision waswalwail undoubtedlyundoubtedly-

influenced
undou-

btedly
undoubtedly-

influenced
undou-

btedly
undoubtedly-

influenced
undou-

btedlyinfluenced by the factfaotfagot thaCthatthC the 9th Infantry Division hadhaiThaihad-

completely

hai-

complet

Ch-

icopee

had-

completelycompletelycompletcomplete ely cutoutOU the CotentinContentingCot en'tentKent' in Peninsula , sealingsea.ling. offoft VonVo-

nSohleiben1s

Vo-

nSchleibents

Vo-

nSehleibentSohleiben1sSchleibentsSehleibentSchlemielsSettlements forcesforoesforgoes from any contactaonteotante or aid from the mainmain-

German

mal-

inger
main-

German

mal-

inger
main-

German

mal-

ingerGerman forcesforoesforgoes tot o the south.south. (24)24( )

(21)21( ) A-4A4- , p.p. 2 ; (22)22( ) A-5A5- , pp.pp. 2-323- , Personal KnowledgeKnoKino ledgeiledge;

(23)23( ) A-5A5- , p.p. 5 ; (24)24( ) A-lAlA-11- , pp.pp. 153153.153,. 159.159.
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\ I

'-

ticntint ion andend explosives , and a terrificerrif1ct explosioneX.ploseXploseXpos. ion , olloweto1lewedfollowed:ollobolo* 4U4U-

At

, '. - . - . . . . . . .

At about the same time a emailsmall group of German infantryinfantry-
was

infant-
rywas discovereddisoovered advancingadvano1ng fromtromtromp the northeastnorthealt.northealt*., WitheringWitherin-
gfire

Witherin-
gtire

Wither-
ingfiretire waswaEwade directeddireoted at the group from the three lead tankstanks-

and

tank-
ard

tanks-

and

tank-
ard

tanks-

and

tank-
ardand thosetholehole enemy , not killed or injured , withdrew.withdrewwithdI'e1V.withdIe1V.withdIe1Vwithdrew.-

By

withdI'e1V.-

By

withdIe1V-

By

withdre-

w
' .

By this time heavy artillery and mortar concentraconoentra-conoentraconcentrateconcentra-

tion

conoentra-

t

concentrat-

e

c on cent ra-rara-

tions

¬-

tioniontionsionst ) were fallingfa.lling. on the cross road area and the OP.OPOPt. TheThe-

Squadron

The-

Squadron

The-

SquadronSquadron CommanderConEanderContender ordered both platoons to withdraw , thethe-

2d

the-

2d

the-

2d2d Platoon to move from the cross road southeastsoutheaet throughthrough-

the

thoug-

htthe town of BourgBurg de lestIlestrelastreLesterlastedre and the 1st Platoon to withwith-with-

draw

with-

draw

with-

draw

¬-

draw south tot o the cross road and cover thehe movement ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe SecondSecond.Second.-

j

Secon-

d

Second.-

The

Seco-

nd

,.

.jThehe 2d Platoon , entering the town.town from the northwest ,

discovered severalsevelserve l groups of enemy sprintingepr1nting for coverooverover inin-

buildings.

u-

nbinding

in-

buildings.

u-

nbinding

in-

bui

in-

builtbuildings.buildingsbuiui ld in is: . A circuitous route throughhrough the town was taken-

which

tak-
en

taken-

which

tak-
en

takentaken-

which

tak-
enwhich coveredcoveredthecoveredche-thetheache- rraincrainmainrain, streetsst reetret s and point blank fire was1Vaiwa-

sdelivered

1V-

aidelivered

wa-

sdelivereddelivered through LhetheHet he aperturesaerturesa ;, ertBert urea of all buildingsbuild 1ngs whereVthereThere thethe-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nley
the-

enemy

He-

nleyenemy had taken cover.cover. The'l'helhehe' ' Platoon emerged at the western9Jesternwestern-

end

9Jestern-

end

weste-
rnend of town , gained the main road , headed southsouth.south,. crossedcrossed-

the

cross-
edthe bridge , and returnedreturned10returnedtoto-1010-to- ; its assembly area.area. The 1st1st-

Platoon

1st-

Flatoon

1st-

PlatoonPlatoonFlatoon withdrewithdreithitch drew behind the cecondsecond and the entire companycompan-

yclosed

com-
pany

compan-

yclosed

com-
pany

compan-

yclosed

com-
panyclosed in the assembly area behind thehe ridge at 1530.15301530-

.This

1530-

This

1530-

.'rh1s

1530-

rh1s

1530-

.This

1530-

This

.

This'rh1srh1s' maneuvermaneuverr was boldly conceived and executed andand-

met

can-

dent

and-

met

can-

dent

and-

met

can-

dentmet vdthwithrithdothRoth tremendous success.successsuocess.suocess., An estimatedelt1mated 75 enemy werewere-

destroyed

we-

ediest
were-

destroyed

we-

ediest
were-

destroyed

we-

ediest .destroyed as well'Well' asaE the twotlOlO? anti-tankantitankan.ti-tankan.ti- gunsgun8 and a largelarge-

supply
lar-

ges
large-

supply
lar-

ges
large-

supply
lar-

gessupply of ammunition.ammunition. The Germans obviously did not exex-

pect

ex-exex-

peot

ex-

pect

ex-

pect

¬-

pectpeotpctpoet an attack following the.the. skirmishek1rll1ih! with the patrol thatthat-

morning

stat-

ioning

that-

morning

stat-

ioning

that-

morning

stat-

ioningmorning andBndBand, were caught completelyt'ompletelytompletelyrrompletdroplet'} ely by surprise.surprise. No directdireot
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was being delivered by the enemy on the crossor08S roadroad.,. A runrun-run-

ning

run-

ning

run-

ning

¬-
ningMing commentaryoommentary ofot this actionaotionabortion was reported to the SquadronSqu&4ronSqu4ronSquadron-

Commander

Squ-
adron

Squ&4ron-

Oommander

Squ4ronO-

ommander

Squadron-

Commander

Squ-
adron

&

CommanderOommander at the OPOF by radio.radioradio.-

The

radi-
ate

radio.-

'rhe

radio-

rhe

ado-
re

radio.-

The

radi-
ate

.

The'rherherhea' 1st Tank'rankrank' PlatoonPlat oonon commandedoommanded byb'Y'Vy' ' ItLt.LtMe,. KiffinK1tf'inK1tfinKnifing: ' BrowningBroVln1nsBrowning-

was

BroVln1ns-

was

Browni-
ngwas directeddireoted tot o move immediately , pass through the 2d PlaPla-PlaxPla-

toon

Pla-

toon

Pla-

toon

¬-

toonton at the cross roadroad.road,. and proceedprooeedproofed north and reoonnoiterreconnoiterreoonnoiter-

in

reconnoiter-

in

reconnoiteri-

ngin the vicinityvioinity of the railroad station.station. AcAs the lead tanktank-

of

tan-

kof the 2d Platoon approachapproached3dd the cross road , a well camouoamou-oamoucamou-amourcamo-

uflaged

oamo-

uflaged

camo-

uflaged

camo-

uflaged

¬-

flagedflagged anti-tankantitankane1-tankane1- gunun located about 150 yards south of chetheacheche-

cross

che-

ckrows

the-

cross

ther-

moses

the-

cross

ther-

mosescross road , pointing north , wasas discovered.discovered. One wellell aimedaimed-

round

Cam-

eron
aimed-

round

Cam-

eron
aimed-

round

Cam-

eronround of 37-mm37mm- HE wasas fired at the gun and hit the supplysupply-

of

supp-
lyof ammunition stacked in the immediate vicinityvioinity of the gun.gungun.-

A

gu-

n

.

A large explosion resulted and the gun and crewareware were desdes-des-

troyed.

des-

troyed

des-

t

deis-

t

¬-

troyed.troyedI"oyed.IoyedToyed.Toyedt " . By chlechisthisChilechins time the smoke screenecreen had completelyoompletcomplete ely disdis-daisdis-

sipated

dis-

sipated

dis-

sipated

¬-

sipatedspate and the crewcreacre of the anti-tankantitank- gun , apparentlyapparently-

blinded

appare-
ntly

apparently-

blinded

appare-
ntly

apparently-

blinded

appare-
ntlyblinded by smokeEmckeEmcee when cheheachech a 2dad Platoon passed their positionposition-

and

positiona-

.nd

position-

ed
positi-

onanda.nd. not expectingexpeoliexpel ingKing more tanks fromtromtromp the south , had burned'turnedturned'turne-

dtheir

turned-

their
tur-

ned
turned-

their
tur-

ned

'burne-

dtheir

breat-

hiertheir gun to'to' the north to engage the 2d Platoon at the orosfloroslarosehorseflymoroselyorosfl-

road.

cross-

road

oroslr-

oad.

cross-

road

aroser-

oad.

cross-

road , , , . . ' , . :road.road.

Therherhea 1stlstlast Platoonplat oonon cleared the crosscroescrones road and continuedcontinued-

north

contin-
ued

continued-

north

contin-
ued

continued-

north

contin-
uednorth toward the railroad station in the vicinityvio1n1ty of whichVlhiehValhiwhich-

a

Vlhieh-

a

whic-

h

Valh-

ia group of about 40 enemy wereere discovered.discovered. The PlatoonPlatoon-

blasted
Plat-

oon
Platoon-

blasted
Plat-

oon
Platoon-

blasted
Plat-

oonblasted awaya ay at these GermansGeDn&nsGeDnnsGlens& withithitch all available weaponsweapon.weaponweapons-

on

weapon.-

on

weapo-

ns

weapo-

n
.

on the tanks causing numerous casualtiesoasualties and the withdrawalwithdrawal-

of

withdraw-

alof all enemy whoho were not hit.hit. Sgt.SgtSt. HartinCharting , commandingoommanding thethe-

lead

he-

aled

the-

lead

he-

aled

the-

lead

he-

aledlead tank , then spotted a cave dug in ana embankment in rearrear-

of

re-
ar

rear-

of

re-
ar

rear-

of

re-
arof the station.stationit; a ion.ion. A round of 37-mm37mm- HE wasVIasVials pumped into thethe-

cave

the-

cae
the-

cave

the-

cae
the-

cave

the-

caecave , which apparently contained large suppliessupplieisupplied of ammunl-ammunlammun1-ammun1ammuniammonalammoniaammunl-

16

ammun1-

16

w-
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de LestLestreLesterLe st re wasa8 occupiedocoupied by enemy troops of unknown strength8trength ,

no tankstankatank or anti-tankantitank- gunsgunegunned i..ereerewerere seenleenlen and no evidenceevidenoe oftanyany-

antitank
Ma-

nhattan
anyan-

yantitank
M-

anhattan
an-

yantitank
M-

anhattananti-tankantitank- mines wasa&a& detecteddeteoted on roads that had been examinedexamined.examined.-

MeanV4h11e

examined-

MeanV4h11e

examined-

.Meanwhile

exa-
mined

*..

MeanwhileMeanV4h11e the Tank'rankrank' Company had been alerteda1 ertBert ed for movementmovement-

on

moveme-

nt

m9'm9movement-

on

moveme-

nt

'( mentmeantment-

on

menti-

onon ten minutesm1nut es noticenot ioe.ioeice.icebiomeioe.-

At

ide-

ate

ice.-

At

che-

at

*.

At 14001400thethe'the-the'- SquadronSquQClron Commander directeddi reotrepot ed Capt.CaptCaput. John F.FF-

.Christensen

F-

.Christ

F-

.Christensen

.

ChristensenChrist ensJens en.en,. the'the'CC' he Tank'rankrank' CompanyComP : ny , Commander , tot o move hishi sententireentirej-
Gu

enti-re
entirec-

ompany

en-
tire

ireire-
h

ir-ejGuhGU,*.. >?ViVi-
company

Ic-
eman

\

companyoompany along the roadwiththeroadw1ththereadmitted(
,

) lead tank at the crosscrOiScronies roadroad-

immediately

road-
i

roa-
da6a-

6immediately
{i ** * t***'.,

immediately south of thetht he OP.OP. Thefhehe Company Commander and hishis-

tank

Ha-

itian

his-

tank

Ha-

itian

his-

tank

Ha-

itiantank Joined the Squadron Commander at the OPOF to direct thethe-

tank

th-
eta

the-

tank

th-
eta

the-

tank

th-
etatank attack.attackattack.-

Meanwhile

attack.-

Mean

attach-

ment

attack.-

Meanwhile

.

MeanwhileMean h11e a ten minute artillery concentrationooncentration consistconsist-consist-

ing

consist-

ing

consist-

ing

¬-

ingKing of HE ammunition was delivered in the vicinityvioinity of thethe-

cross

ther-

moses

the-

cross

ther-

moses

the-

cross

ther-

mosescross road byb y Trooprroopdroop E followedfollofollow ed by a whiteh1te phosphorous conoon-ooncon-onco-

ncentration

oon-

oent

M-

onet

co-

ncentration

¬-
.centrationcontractionoentont rat ion immediatelyimmediaimmediacy ely southsou.th of the crossOlaoesLaos road.road. The'rherherhea' 2d lank'rankrank'rank-

Platoon

rank-

Platoon

gran-

ulation

'lank-

Platoon

mani-

pulation

rank-

Platoon

gran-

ulationPlatoon commandedcorrcorer andedbanded by It.ItLt.Lt. Sam Mitchell crossed the bridge at
.1415 and moved rapidly towardowardHoward the cross01-0010- ss road withwi th aboutabou.t 7575-

yards

75-

yards

75-

yardsyards distanced1atanoedistanee between tanks.tanks. The lead tank of the platoonplatoon-

broke

plat-
oon

platoon-

broke

plat-
oon

platoon-

broke

plat-
oonbroke through the smokeemoke screensoree-nsoreenscree-screesoireescreedscreeandscreened-- and encounteredenoountenountremount© e.rederederred. ana.n. enemyenem-

yantitank

enemy-

ant

ene-
ma

enem-

yantitankanti-tankantitankant i-tankitank- gun immediately north of the cross road.road. The'l'helhehe' ' gungun-

and

gun-

man

gun-

and

gun-

man

gun-

and

gun-

manand crewcreacre were destroyed by 37-mm37mm- HE and machinemaohine gun fire.firefire.-

The

frot-

hed

fire.I-

rhe
fi-

re
fire.-

The

frot-

hed

.

TheIrheIre tank then proceededprooeeded past the cross road andandVentadVentwent\/VentVent\/ intointo-

position

inte-

rposition

into-

pcs

intros-

pects

into-

position

inte-

rpositionpositionpcs i'tit' ion to cover theth approachapproaoh from the north.north. The'rherherhea' secondseaondseasonedsecond-

tank

seco-

nd
seaond-

tank

sandb-

ank

second-

tank

seco-

ndtank movedm vedvend up tot o the vicinityvioinity of the first1rst.a1rsta. alsoiO coveringooveringcovering-

the

oovering-

the

coveri-
ng

overnigh-

terthe northern approach.approachapproaoh.approaoh. The'rherherhea' third and fourth tanks turnedturned-

rigfct

turn-

ed
turned-

right

turn-

ed
turned-

right

turn-

edrigfctrightrift and leftl tt andnd coveredoovered.tooveredtcovered. the approachespp o ohe8 fromrrorr the easteasears andand-

west

An-

des

and-

est

an-

des

and-

west

An-

deswestest whilehileChile the platoon leader'sleaders' tank coveredoovered the rear.rearrear.-

Only

rewar-

dingly

rear.-

Only

rewar-

dingly

rear.-

Only

rewar-

dingly

.

Only a few enemy infantrymen had been seenme en but mortar fire
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" ' ' " '' '' ' '' '' ' ' ' ' ' '' - ' ' ' ' ' _ . .. . . .. . . . . . .- . . . . . . ... . . - . . . " ' - "" ' - " - " . . . . . . . . - -- . . -

Information1ntormat ion tot o Capt.Capt.Caput. Bone mhowho meanwhile had left the trooptroop-

CP

troop-

OP

troo-
pCPOP to make a personalperlonal reconnaissance.reconnaissancereoonnaillance.reoonnaillance.. Lt , Gardner met himhim-

enroute

int-

enerate

him-

enroute

int-

enerate

him-

enroute

int-

enerateenroutereroute and reported thisthis.this.information.. information.informationinformation.-

By

informati-
on

.

By this time it waswalwail 0630 and SgtSgt.Ste. Slater , the rear manman-

of

man-

go

man-

of

man-

go

man-

of

man-

goof the patrol , sawS&\1IS&S1I&\ three Germans emerge fromtromtromp the house 300300-

yards

300-

yard.

300-

yard

300-

yardsyardsyard.yard. tot o the southeast and approachapproaoh the orossorolscrossorals roadroad.*., HeHe-

waited

H-

eated

He-

waited

H-

eated

He-

waited

H-

eatedwaited until they were in range and destroyeddeetdee royedrayed them with aa-

hand

A-

shland

a-

hand

A-

shland

a-

hand

A-

shlandhand grenade.grenade. Immediately fire opened up from the northnorth-north-

east

north-

east

north-

east

¬-

east followed by fire from the west.weste8t.e8t. A fire fight ensuedensued-

and

ensu-

ed
ensued-

and

ensu-

ed
ensued-

and

ensu-

edand German forces estimated at 100 men started convergingoonvergingconverging-

on

oonverging-

on

convergi-
ngon the cross road.road. The twot o men in the OPOF stayed well backbaokbookback-

from

back-

room

baok-

from

book-

room

back-

from

back-

roomfrom the windows and sniped at thehe approachingapproaohing GermansGerman-

saccounting

German-

saocounting

German-

saccountingaccountingaocounting for about thirty.thirty. The'llhellheMlle' enemy wasVIasVials unable to dede-

tect
de-dede-

teot

de-

tect

de-

t

de-

bt

¬-

tectteottacttott eetet uheheU
, , he direction of Ghishis fire and had actually reachedreaohedreached-

the

reaohed-

the

reach-

edthe house before realizing it was occupied.occupiedocoupied.ocoupiedoccupied.-

Capt.

occup-

ied

ocoupied.-

Capt.

occup-

ied

occupied.-

Capt.

occup-

ied
.

Capt.Capt.Caput. Bone realizing the futility of thehe situationsituation-

ordered
situa-

tion
situation-

ord

situati-
on

situation-

ordered
situa-

tionorderedordFord erederred thet he patrolpat rolroil totowwithdraw.withdrawithdraw.ithdraw: . A totaltot al of 15 losses10 ss es were'Werewer-

esuffered

'Wer-

esuffered

Wer-

esuffered

'wer-

esuffered

wer-

esuffered

'

suffered by the group before withdrawal1thdrawal acrossaoross the riverriver-

was

Riv-
era

river-

wall

Riv-
era

river-

was

Riv-
erawaswall accomplished.accomplishedaocomplished.aocomplished. EightE1ght of these'these'thethe' 8e men wereere", killed ; the otherother-

seven

oth-
ers

other'-

s

other-

s

other-

seven

oth-
ersseven-seven'ss'- venSven , includingincludinclude 1ng the 2 men inJ.nJn: . uhsvh-evheusJ,,; hg- OPOFOFwere."tiJtenOFweretiJtenOPweretakersOperettaOP-OP,; '- were-were."tiJtenwere."tiJtenweretiJtenwere--takersweretakerseremite-

: .- .-
"taken prisonerprisonprisoner-

and

prison-
er

rr-

andand rejoined the Squadron after Cherbourg fell.felltell.tell. (20)20(20)-

THE

20T-

HE

(20)'-

l'HE

20l-

HE

(20)-

THE

20T-

HE

( )

THE'l'HElHEHE' ' JANKrANKTANKJAN ArrACKA'l'l'ACKAllACKATTACKAlACK' ' ' ONO N BOURGOURGBURGORGB DETAE LESTRBLESTRELESTERLESTRB-

SEE

LEST-

ER

LESTRE-

J

LESTE-

R

hE ST RBRB-

SEE

RIB-

OSEJ( SEE MAP DDl.DlDl-

.Irhe

).

TheIrheIre patrol was briefedbrjbr ef'edefeddefend: ' for information1nfonnat1on at the SquadronSquadron-

CP.

Squadron-

CPt

Squadr-

onCP.CPCPtCopt. They'fheyfheyhey' reportedreported that the orosscross road and vicinityvioinity were"ereerewere-

held

wee-

ded

"ere-

held

ere-

held

leec-

hed

were-

held

wee-

ded

"

held by an estimated reinforcedreinforoed companyoompany , the town of BourgBurg

(20)20( ) A-5A5- , pp.pp. 1-212- ; Personal KnowledgeKnoKino ledge.ledge.*
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Upon being interrogated they revealed that enemy forcestoroeatoreforces-

opposing
for-ces
toroea-

opposing

tresp-

assing
forces-

opposing
for-cesopposing our front were a reinforcedre1reinfreinroroedoroedroaredborrowed regiment in strengthItrength.Itrengthstrength.*.

(19)1919)( )

ItIt4&8It48was\4&84&848\' & apparent that enemy mortarsmortort arsLars had found their'their'their-

mark

their-
mark

ther-
mal

their-
mark

ther-
mal

'their-
mark

ther-
malmark in the 0C Troop sector from the accuracyaoouraoyAgoura displayeddieplayed durdur-dourdur-

ing

dur-

ing

dur-

ing

¬-
ingKing the night ofo f the 17th-18th17th18th1th-18th1th? - ofo f June.June. At 1800 the 18th18th-

ofof JuneTune , Capt.Capt.CaputCap . Bone commandingQommanding Trooprroopdroop C0OJ, was ordered tot o sendlendsend-

a

lend-

a

sen-

d

len-
aa strong patrol over iheuhehehe one intactintaot bridge to reconnoiterreconnoiter-

the
reconnoi-

terthe crosscross-oroMorocrossroadBS- road north of the bridge and northwestnorthVlest of BourgBurgBourg-

de

Bourge-

onde lestre.lestreLesrtre.Lesrtrelester. Accordingly a 20-man20man- patrol commanded by It.ItLt.LtIt.-

Gardner

Lt-

.Gardner

Lt-

.Gardner

.

Gardner was organized with instructions to cross the bridgebridge-

at

bridg-
etat 0300 the 19th of June.June., Therherhea patrol was preceded to thethe-

cross

ther-

moses

the-

croes

he-

roes
the-

cross

ther-

mosescrosscroescrones road by It.ItLt.Lt. KeinathKent and his detachmenttaohmenttormentd whichwhioh had beenbeen-

guarding

bele-

aguering

been-

guarding

bele-

aguering

been-

guarding

bele-

agueringguarding thet he bridge.bridge. The'fhefhehe' detachmenttaohmenttormentde arrived at the crossorosorscross-

road

cross-

road

ss-

road

r-

oadroad without incident and It.ItLt.LtLt o. KeinathKent sent twotvuotumor men to eses-

tablish

es-eses-

tablish

es-

tablish

¬-

tablishtallish an observationobcervation postpos't' on the second floor of a househouse-

immediately

house-

immediately

house-

immediatelyimmediately north of the cross road.road. The'fhefhehe' remainder of thethe-

detachment

he-

artache
the-

detaohment

he-

ctometer
the-

detachment

he-

artachedetachmentdetaohment took cover in ditches south of the crosserosleros road.roadroad.-

The

road-

ster

roroad.-

The

road-

ster

d.dd-

.'rh

d-

rh

d-

r
.

The'rhrh' e patrolpa.pa. r l"l," withwi t . a8.8a..jeepajeepjeep.
,. Je.jeepp.p._ ,carryingparry1o.rryiag.x.orryiagxworrying. ng a.1t1t. . .510.5:1.0.510.. 10: . . . radioJ'ad1Jad1redIoredo:' 0.0. . toto.t {j.j. . mainmain-main-

tain

main-

tain

main-

Lain

main-

tain

¬- - . . , " - ,

tainLainstain communications , crossedcr9ssed the bridge on schedulesohedule andand-

proceeded

An-

dromeda

and-

proceeded

An-

dromeda

and-

proceeded

An-

dromedaproceeded cautiouslycautcaput iouslypiously tot 0o 'thee crossorOSicorrosion road arriving there about

0500.0500. The.J.lheJlheJules. . jeep was concealed at a bend in the road about

300 yards south of the cross road to avoid unnecessaryUnneOe&8aryUnneOe8aryunnecessary-

noise.

UnneOe&8ary-

noise.

UnneOe8ary-

noise

unneces-
sary

&

noise.noise. The'rherherhea' patrol wasVIasVials quicklyquiokly disposedd111posed tot o cover all approachapproaoh-approaohapproach-approach-

es

approaoh-

es

¬-

es to theth e crosscro&scrosceros& road.road. ItLt.Lt1t.1t,. KeinathKentKe inathinapt reportedreported having heardheard-

enemy

har-
den

heard-

enemy

har-
den

heard-

enemy

har-
denenemy activity and digging in a field tot o the northeast andand-

he

ano-

de

and-

he

ano-

de

and-

he

ano-

dehe suspectedsuspected that a househouiJeOuija abouta1)outa1out) 300 yards to the southeastsoutheast-

was

southeastw-

ard

south ealtdealtealt-

was

beltw-

ayswas occupiedoooupied by enemy.enemy. It.ItLt.Lt1t .* Gardner attempted tot o report thisth11

(19)19( ) Personal Knowledge.Knowledge.
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small detachmentdetaoh.mentdetaohment. ofot thet he 4th ReconnaissanceReoonnai81anoeReoonnaissanoe Troop which waswa.wawas-

occupying

was-

occupying

.
. . . . . . . . .- -- - -

. - . " " . - . . , . . . -

occupying a capturedQaptured enemy coastalooastal fortifloationfortifioationfortification north ofotof-

Quineville.

ot-

Quinev111e.

ot-

Quinev111e

of-

Quineville.Quineville.QuinevilleQuinev111e.Quinev111eQuintile. A generous supplylupply ofot German ammunition and rara-

tions
ra-rara-

t
ra-

tions

¬-
tionsionst iODODiOD1as; was\1/as1as\' / storedat oredbored in thist-t,1stt,1st1s-,, fortfort. ,. and it is1s believed the GerGer-GearGer-

mans

Ger-

mans

Ger-

mans

¬-
mans were reooanoiteringreoonnoiteringreconnoitering to see if these suppliessupp11ei could bebe-

retrieved.

be-

etleweed

be-

retrieved.

be-

etleweed

be-

retrieved.

be-

etleweedretrieved.retrieved. (17)17(17)-

Harassing

17-
Harassing

(17)-

Harassing

17-
Harassing

(17)-

Harassing

17-
Harassing

( )

Harassing fire vwaswas-wasdeliveredas- delivered by Trooprroopdroop BEF and CorpsnorpRnor ArA-

rtillery
Ar-ArA-

rt1llery

A-

rtillery

¬-

tilleryt1llerytiller on suspectedsuspeoted enemy locations.locationslooations.looations. In return enemyenem-

ymortar

en-
emy

enem-

ymortar

en-
emy

enem-

ymortar

en-
emymortar and light artillery fire wasas receivedreoeived but no casualcasual-casua-

lties

casual-

t
casualt-

y

casua-

lties

¬-

tiest lea weree re sustained.sustainedstained.stainedsustained.-

During

sustai-
ned

su stained.-

During
stai-

ned
.,

During daylightday111daylidaylily 'htht' on the 17th of June the front lineline-

troops

inte-

rlopes

line-

troops

inte-

rlopes

line-

troops

inte-

rlopestroops improved theirthe lr positionsposit ions and weaponseapons114 emplacementsemplaoementemplacements.emplacementemplacements.-

At

emplacemen-

ts
s.ss-

.At

s-

At

*.

&ttAt& about SOOO2000 enemy mortar and artillery concentrationsooncentrationsconcentrationsb-

ecame

ooncentrationsb-

ecame

concentrat-
ions

coneentratconcentrate ionsions-

became

ins-
eambecame heavier across the entireent1re front.frontrront.rront. Thisfhishis heavy firetire conoon-ooncon-oncon-

tinued

oon-

tinued

con-

tinued

con-

tinued

¬-

tinuedtined intermittently1nterm1ctently throughout chetheache nightn1gh accompanied ,

during the lullslulls.lulls,.
.
by active enemy patrolling whichwhioh attemptedattempted-

unsuccessfully

attempted-

unsucoessfully

attempted-

unsuccessfullyunsuccessfullyunsucoessfully tot o penetrate the screen.screensoreen.soreenDoreen. A smallEmallMall detachdetach-detach-

ment

detach-

ment

detach-

ment

¬-

mentmeant fromtromtromp Troop'rrooprroopdroop' C commanded by LtLt.Lt*. KeinathKent waswail stationedstationed-

at

statione-

d
it at 1one41one4-

atat the bridge southwest of BourgBurg de LestreLeatreLesterLegate tot o prevent itsit.itits-

destruction

mi-

sconstruction

it.-

destruo't

it-

destruot

si-

destroke

its-

destruction

mi-

sconstruction

.
'

destructiondestruo'tdestruotdestruct' ion by the enemy.enemy. Our ownoVinovine patrols were engagedengagengage inin-

reconnoitering

in-

reconnoitering

in-

reconnoiteringreconnoitering the SinopeSino River for additional crossingsorossing.orossingcrossingcrossings-

which

crossi-
ngs

orossing.-

h1ch

orossing-

h1ch

crossings-

which

crossi-
ngs

.
whichh1ch wouldouldGould support vehicles.vehiclesvehioles.vehioles.* Several fords were reportedreported-

but

report-
edbut these were suitable only for foot troops.troops. SeveralSevera-

lcasualties

Severa-

loasualtiel

Severa-

lcasualtiescasualtiesoasualtiel were suffered during the nightnight.,. particularlypartioularly inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

'the

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

'the

in-

the

in-

terthe'the' C Troop sectorieotViet or.or,. fromtromtromp enemy shellingshelling.,. (18)18(18)-

On

18-
On

(18)-

On

18-
On

(18)-

On

18-
On

( )

On the morning of the 18th ofot June two German soldiers801d1eresoldiersa-

pproached
sol-

diers
801d1ere-

approaohed

soldiersa-

pproached
sol-

diersapproachedapproaohed ourur front andand'nd'nd' surrendered.surrendered'surrende'red.'surrende"red.' '" . They 'were'Were' identifiedidentified-

as

identifie-

d
identindent i'fitdifitdbifid' '

as members of the 3d Battalion , 928d922d Grenadier Regiment.Regiment.

(17)17( ) A-7A7- , p.p. 6363j; Personal KnowledgeKnoKino ledgejledge; (18)18( ) A-5A5A-SSA-A- , p.p. 1 $; PersonalPerlonalPersonalK-
nowledge.

Pers-onal
PerlonalK-

noVil
Perso-

nal
Personal-

Knowledge
Pers-onalKnowledge.KnowledgeKnoVilKnoxville edge.edge.*
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fields and orchardsorohardorchard , surrounded byb y the now familiar hedgehedge-

rous

hedge-

rows

hhedge-

rove

hedge-

row
d8ed8e-

rowarousrowaroverouserowan , about 1000 yardsyard.yard. south ofot the ridge.ridger1d8e. Troop A , lessle.leless-

one

lesso-

ned

less-

one

lesso-

ned

. .
one platoon , and Company F were* ere held in SSquad.r.OD-Squad.r.ODSquadronSquad.r.ODuJi.PSquad.ro.n.rapXveSquadronrapXveSquadronquad .r.OIL.OIL. -... .rjeaexyerjeaexyeredeye.,uJi.PuJiPFuji. y ,

and Troop'l'rooplrooploop' ' E , commandedoommanded by Capt.CaptCaput. John SeddonSheldon, , rapidly setletset-

up

let-

up

set-

up .up in battery positionposi.tion and registeredregiltrebuilt erederred howitzersho 1tzers tot o provideprovid-

eartillery
provi-

dential
provide-

art
provid-

er
provid-

eartillery
provi-

dentialartilleryart illeryMiller support for thet he entire sector.sectorseotor.seotor. An artilleryart 1llery liai1iai-1iailiai-liaiseliais-

on
1iai-

ion

liais-

on
¬-

sonion officer fromfT.fT.' am VII CorpsCorpCox-pasCoxpas- s , with\IVIV\ ithitch necessaryeoessaryOdessan forwardfONardOxnard observersobserver&1observer1& ,

.wasas attached to furnish additionaladdi.tional artillery supportsupport.,99., The'rherherheaThe-

Squadron

'rhe-

Squadron

rhe-

Squadron

re-
quiring

The-

Squadron

'

Squadron rearreal'real' echelonechelon.,. commanded by Capt.Capt.CaputCap . J.J. I.IL.L. PhelanPhalanx , wasViasVialswa-

sestablished

as-

exualized
Via-

sesta.blished

wa-

sestablished

as-

exualizedestablishedesta.blished. in the vicinityvioinity of FontenayFontanaFont enaynay SurSlur Mer.MerMere., (15)15(15)-

The

15-
The

(15)-

'rhe

15r-

he
(15)-

The

15-
The

( )

The'rherherhea' remainder of the Squadron and the 4th ReconnaisReoonna1i-Reoonna1iReoonnais-ReoonnaisRecommitsCretonnesReconnais-

sance

Reoonna1i-

sance

Reoonnais-

sance

¬-

sancestance Trooprroopdroop wereV4ere conductedoonducted forwardforV4ard dismounted to the frontfront-

lines.

fron-

tline
front-

lines.

fron-

tline
front-

lines.

fron-

tlinelines.lines. Relief wasas accomplishedacoomplished during the hours ofot darknessdarknesldarkness-

and

darknesl-

and

darkne-
ss

Arkans-
anand waswaewade completedcomplexed prior tot o midnight.midnight., Therherhea 22d Infantry withwith-with-

drew

with-

drew

with-

drew

¬-

drew and reverted to 4th Division reserve in an assembly areaarea-

at

Araf-

at

area-

at

Araf-

at

area-

at

Araf-

atat FontenayFontanaFont enaynay SurSlur MerMer.Mere,. The'fhefhehe' front line positions were held byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
ytethe 4th ReconnaissanceReoonnaissance Troopfroop.froopfop ,. Troopfroopfop BB.B,. one platoon of TrooprroopdroopTroop-

A

rroop-

A

Troo-

p
droo-

pA , and TroopIrroopAirdrop C0 from right ( east ) to left ( west ) in that oror-

der.

or-

der

or-oror-

der.

or-

der

or-

der.

or-

der

¬-

der.derdeerder.Ideer. TroopI roopdroop C0 wasa.sas. in1.010. contact<'JontaJontaJonah' t .Vli.VliVi.ww.withi.th..th.eiththethither. h..tht. . the. ,12th12th,
12tb12th : Infantry11faIry11faI\11faI: \ ry .ReBReBRe. RegimentRPS.imentRPSimentOrpimentRegiment-

on

RPS.iment-

on

Regime-

nt

_
:, .

m n . .

on thehe left.left.* The'fhefhehe' Squadron CPOF was establishedablishedabolishedeitedit about 500 yardsyards-

south

ya-
rds

yards-

south

ya-
rds

yards-

south

ya-
rdssouth of chetheachet; he ridge line.line., (16)16(16)-

Because

16B-

ecause

(16)-

Beoa.use

16B-

eoause

(16)-

Because

16B-

ecause

( )

BecauseBeoa.useBeoause. of the extreme width of the sectorsecCoSecomr the SquadronSquadron.Squadron.-

in

Squadr-
on

,.

in spite of the'the' attachedattaohed troop , wasvvasvas over extended.extendedextended.Irheextended. TheIrheIreThe-

night

He-

ight
Irhe-

night

Fir-

efight

TheT-

henight

H-

eight .night of chehetheacher 16th-17th16th17th16th-lthlthlath- ? of June viaswasvials Comparativelyuomparat1vely quiet.quietqu1.tqu1tquiet.-

Small

quie-

tism

, .' . .

Small patrols probed to the SinopeSino River and they detecteddeteoteddetecteds-

ome

detec-
ted

deteoted'-

some

deteoted-

some

detec-
ted

' . .

'somesome' some enemy patrolling activityac't1vityact1vity' onon thethe'the''pp"theppthe' oppositeopp'oeitoppoeit'pp"pp' "'

!tea 'b'b
'

bank.bank'

nk'nk
'

.:
' ItIt-

was

V-

itas

It-

was

V-

itas

-

waswaiwaif believed that relief had been accomplishedaooomplished without dede-

tection

de-dede-

tec'

de-

tec

de-

tect

de-

tection

¬-

tectionsectiontec'tectech' ion by the enemy.enemy. Two1'\101'110' \ enemy soldiers were killed by a

(15)15( ) PersonalPerionalPeritoneal Knowledge ; (16)16( ) A-4A4- , p.p. 1 ; Personal Knowledge.Knowledge.
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screen.oreenoreenoren. in that sectorieotordieter , and prevent any enemy movement to thethe-

south

T-
heo

the-

iouth.

ch-

eviot

the-

south.

T-
heosouthiouth.iouthsouth.*. (12)12(12)-

The

12-
The

(12)-

The

12-
The

( IE )

The sectorseater occupiedoooup1e by the 22d InfantryIntantry Regiment inin-

cluded

in-ininr-inrin-

cluded

inr-

eluded

in-

cluded

¬--

cludedeludedclouded the coastalooa8t a1 townt own ofor QuinevilleQuintile and extendedtxttext ended alongaleng aa-

pronounced

p-

ronounced

a-

pronounoed

p-

ronounced

a-

pronounced

p-

ronouncedpronouncedpronounoed ridge line fromtromtromp the town 4000 yards tot n(\ the ..west.est.estvest. .est-

.North

*.,

North ofot thisthi&thithin& ridge lay the SinopeS1nopeSino River valley and northnorth-

of

Nor-
thof the river and parallel to it lay a double-trackeddoubletracked- railrail-rail-

way

railw-

ay.
rail-

way

rail-

way

¬-
wayway.*., The only bridge over the River whichhichhitch remained intactintaotintact-

was

intaotw-

afiJ

inta-
ctwaswafiJwaif situatedituatedI> > southwestsouthV4est of the town of BourgBurg de LestLestre.LestreLesterrere.re*. AllAll-

other

Ba-

lloter

All-

other

Ba-

lloter

All-

other

Ba-

lloterother bridges over 'thehe River and opposite this sectorseotsot or hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen destroyed.destroyed. The area northwest of QuinevilleQuintile and adjacentadjaoentadjacent-

to

adjaoent-

to

adjacen-

tt
adjace-

nttot o the coast wasas swampys ampyamply and untenable for vehicular traffic.traffic.

(13)13( )

.The enemy opposingopposoppose ingKing this.this sectorsect or was estimatedeitedit in at ed as&ii& a reinrein-rein-

forced

rein-

forced

rein-

forced

¬-

forced infantry regiment.regiment., Positive identification of eleele-deleele-

ments

ele-

ments

ele-

ments

¬-

mentsaments of the 759th739th and 922d Grenadier Regiments had been eses-

tablished.

es-

tablished
el-eles-es-el-

tab

D-

elta

est-

ablished.
est-

ablished

¬-

tablished.tablished.abolishedtab 1 i sh e d . (14)14(14)-

See

14S-

ee
(14)-

See

14S-

ee
( 14 )

( See Map C ) A commandcocrmandoaimandCochranairman© group from the Squadron , withithitch necneo-neonec-necknec-

essary

neo-

eesary

nec-

essary

nec-

essary

¬-

essaryeesaryessay guides , precededprecede.precede. the Squadron tot o the QuinevilleQu1nevilleQuintile areaare.arearea-

and

rem-

and

are.-

and

ar-
ea

area-

and

rem-

and

.
and

_ contactedcon"tcontconst
"

, o e thethe..CommandetheCommandehebdomad. .CommanderCommanderommander. r: ;' andand.and.

Staff
.

,
ofo.o

.
.
thet he 22d22 Infantry

. t , r.rr.or.-

consult

r-

accoons

.
toto-

consult

c-

oconut

t
,

oo-

consult

c-

onsultconsult on planeplanrplansplanar for relief.reliefe. A suitable plan wawas rapidlyrapidly-

agreed

rapi-
dly

rapidly-

agreed

rapi-
dly

rapidly-

agreed

rapi-
dlyagreed upon dividing the overall sector into fourtour parts.partspart.part. . TheThe-

Commanders

The-

Commanders

The-

CommandersCommanders of the Reconnaissance TroopsTroopiTroop A , 3B , and C0 , and thethe-

Commander

he-

bdomad

the-

Commander

he-

bdomad

the-

Commander

he-

bdomadCommander of the 4th ReconnaissanceReconna181anoe Trooproopdroop werere guided to thethe-

front

the-

reon

the-

front

the-

reon

the-

front

the-

reonfront lines wherehl e they formulatedtorLulated detailed plans fortortore the rere-

lief
re-rere-

lief

re-

lief

¬-

liefleif withithitch the InfantryIntaDtryInitiatory CommandersCommanders.*. The main body of the SquadSquad-Squad-

ron

Squad-

ron'

Squa-

dron

Squa-

dron

¬-

ronron'ronron'arrivedronarrivedremarried
'

arrived in theth area at aboutabout"ababit'1600abit1600\it'1600it'1600it1600\
'""

16001 00 andancl"anclencl
"

'zz' thehe vehicles.ehlo1"e.ehlo1eehlo1e,. " werew"rewrewarewer-

edispersed

rere-

gistered

wer-

edispersed

rere-

gistered
" , -

dispersed by platoon in troop areasarealreal whichwhioh consistedoonsiltedconsulted of small

(1212(12)( }), A-8A8A-SS- , p.p. 15 ; Personal Knowledge ; (13)13( ) A-4A4- , p.p. 1 ; PersonalPersonal-
Knowledge

Pers-onal
Personal-

Knowledge
Pers-onal
Personal-

Knowledge
Pers-onalKnowledge ; (14)14( ) A-lAlA-11- , p.p. 118118J1183, p.p"p..p.". . 213213.21.3.. *.
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.
1'1' _ ' . . . 00'00' . . . , 0 . , 0 . . .. . .

aircraft unit and proceeded to the mainland where it providedprovide4provided-

ieourity

prov-
ided

provide4-

leourity

provided-

security

prov-
idedieourityleouritysecurityenormity fortortore the headquartereheadquarter.headquarterheadquartersheadquartered. of VII CorpsCorp.CorpCorps.. ,. (8)8( ) (9)9(9)-

SCREENING

9S-

CREENING

((9)-

OREEN

9O-

REEN

(9)-

SCREENING

9S-

CREENING

)

SCREENINGOREENOREN THE.rHErHErhea'
. OTINBVIIIBQUINEVILLE RIDSERIIGERIDGERIDERIGARIDSE-

See

Ris-

es

RIIGE-

See

Priv-

ies

RIDGE-

See

Ridg-

es( See Map B ) By the 14th of June the 4th Infantry DiD-

ivision

D1-D1Di-DiD-

1vision

D-

ivision

¬-

vision had driven north along the east coastooast of the CotentinContentingCotentin-

Peninsula

Cotentin-

Peninsula

Cotentin-

PeninsulaPeninsula and , in conjunctionoonjunotconjunct ionionIiIoniawith\IiIi\ ithitch the 39th Infantry (9th9th(9th-

Infantry
9th-

Infantry

(9th-

Infantry
9th-

Infantry

(9th-

Infantry
9th-

Infantry

(

Infantry Division ) ,. had captured the townt oven of QuinevilleQU1nevilleQuintile andand-

occupied

han-

dcuffed

and-

occupied

han-

dcuffed

and-

occupied

han-

dcuffedoccupied the ridge line running westest from Quinevilleuinev111eQuintile towardtoward-

Montebourg.

toward-

Montebourg.

toward-

Montebourg.Montebourg.MontebourgMonte. MontebourgMonteMon ebourbourn J, however , mewas still held by the ene-

my

eneene-Reneene-

my

ene-

my.

ene-

my

¬-

mymy.,. (10)10(10)-

At

10-
At

( 10 )

At 1530 the 15th of June , the 24th Squadron less thethe-

detachment

he-

artache
the-

detaohment

he-

ctometer
the-

detachment

he-

artachedetachmentdetaohment from Troop B effected a dry landing on Utah BeachBeach-

and

Backh-

and

Beach-

and

Backh-

and

Beach-

and

Backh-

andand proceededprooeeded inland tr the vicinityvioinity of Steste.Sate,. Mere Eglise.EgliseEg11se.Eg11seEliseEglise.-

During

Eg11se-

.During

Eg11se-

During

Eglise.-

During

.

.During thet he remainder of che.tihetihetheachetithe day maintenancemain tenanoetenanted was'WailWail' performed ono-

nall

ton-

ally

o-

nall

ton-

ally

o-

nall

ton-

allyall vehicles to rid them of water-proofingwaterproofingater-prootingaterprootingwaters-proofingwaters-afterpromoting- whichwhioh had beenbeen-

laboriously

been-

laboriously

been-

laboriouslylaboriously applied prior tot o departingdepart ins fromtromtromp England.England. On thethe-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

onging

the-

morning

thr-

ongingmorning of the 16th of June the detachmentdetaohmentdetdebt aohmentohmmeter from Troop BB-

rejoined

R-

ejoined

B-

rejoined

R-

ejoined

B-

rejoined

R-

ejoinedrejoined the Squadron bringing it up tot o fullstrength.(11)strength.11strength11tullitrength.lltullitrengthllstrength.(11)-

Before

strength11B-

efore

strength.strength. (11)11(11)-

Before

11-

Before

( )

Before noon the 16th ofoto f JuneTune ordersorder.order. were receivedreoeived fromfrom-

VII

fro-

m
from-

VII

fro-

m
from-

VII

fro-

mVII Corps attachingattaahing the Squadron to the 4th InfantryIntaniryInanity DivisionD1v1i1on.D1v1i1onDivision.D1v1i1on-

.rhe

D1v1i1on-

rhe

Division-

.he

Divisi-
on

,.

iherheherhea? he Squadron Commander , It.ItLt.LtLt e. Col.ColCool. F.F. H.H. GastonGaltonAlton Jr.Jr. , reportedreported-

to

reported'-

to

reporte-

dto'to' the1jhe 4th DivisionD1 1s1on commandoommand poetp'oetpost' and receivedreoeived.reoeivedreceivedadditionalreceived. additional-additional.-additional-

orders

additi-
onal

additional-

orders

additi-
onal

...dditdditddt. tonaltonal-

orders

tanta-

lizersorders asa s follows :, The 24th Cavalry Squadron , with the 4th4th-

Reconnaissance

4th-

Reconna1s&fanCe

4th-

Reconna1sfanCe

4th-

ReconnaissanceReconnaissanceReconna1s&fanCeReconna1sfanCe& Troop'rrCfoprrCfoprecopy' attachedattaohed.attaohed,. will'Will' proceedprooeedproofed tot co theth.eth-ethe.- QulnevilleQutnevilleQu-inev.11Quinev.11Quinev.11inev11UnleveledQuenelleQulneville-

area

Qutneville-

area.

- : . ee-

area

a-

reaareaarea.area,. relieve the 22d InfantryIntantry Regiment on the Quineville-QuinevilleQuinevl11e-Quinevl11eQuintileQuineville-

Fontebourg

Quinevl11e-

Nontebourg

Quineville-

Yont

Quintillio-

nth

-

FontebourgNontebourgMonteYontOnt ebourgBorg ridge line , establish a counter-reconnaissancecounterreconnaissancecounter-reconnaissanoereconnaissanoe--

(8)8( ) A-6A6A-ee- , pp.pp. 8-989- ; (9)9( ) Personal Knowledge ; (10)10( ) A-lAlA-111-1.11.11.- ,. p.p. 114 ;

(11)11( ) PersonalPerlona1 KnowledgeKnowledge.*.
-9.9.-9-9- 9-
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liesIleaIlesGiles St.St. MarcoufMarcouMarco! , situated 6000 yardsyar41 offotfoft the east ooastoo..tootcoastboot.. ofotof-

the
of-

ten
ot-

the

ot-

her

of-

the
of-

tenthe CotentlnOotent1nCotentinContentContenting Peninsula and north east ofot the Utah BeachBeaohObeah sitesite.sit I.I,.

(5)5( 5)5)

The'rhrh' StSt.St,. MarooufMarooutMareoufMaroonMahoutMarabou group consistedoonsiEtedmoonseed ofot two islandsisland.island. , the lieIleIslelie-

de

lied-

er
Ile-

de

Led-

ge
Ile-

de

Led-

gede Terre and the HeIle du Large , whichwhioh were so situated that ,

ifit occupiedoooupied by the enemy , havochavoo could be playedplaye with any landland-land-

ing

land-

ing

land-

ing

¬-
ingKing attempts in the Utah BeachBeaohObeah area.area. HeIle du large , the northnorth-north-

ernmost

north-

ernmost

north-

ernmost

¬-
ernmostendmost of the two islandslandsi , containedoontained an old NapoleonicNapoleonio for-forfor-

tress
for-

tresi
for-

tress
for-

tress
- *"

tresstresitrees surrounded by a moat.moat. Air reconnaissancereconnaissanoe discloseddisclosed-

this
disclo-

sedthis informationinforma-t1oninformat1oninformal- prior botot o D-Day.DDay.Day- . (6)6(6)-

On

6-
On

(6)-

On

6-
On

(6)-

On

6-
On

( )

On the 5th of June the detachmentdetaohment from Troop'l'rooplrooploop' ' B departeddepartdeparted-

from

depar-
ted

eded-

from

be-

droomfrom England aboard an 1ST.1STLS'r.LSrLST.LSTSrST' . When withinV'4itV4it' hinchin a fewfe milesmile&mile& of thethe-

He
th-

ee
the-

Ile

che-

nille

the-

Ile

che-

nilleHeIle du large the detachment transferred tot o LSVP'sLSVPsLSVP'ILSVPILispsLISP' and propro-pro-

ceeded

pro-

ceeded

pro-

ceeded

¬-

ceededdeeded too a point approximately one mile fromtromtromp the island.islandisland.-

Sgt.

islan-

ds
island.S-

g't.

island-

Sgt

islan-

ds
island.-

Sgt

islan-

ds

.

Sgt.SgtSg't.St' ., John W.W. ZanderSander and Cpl.CplPl. Melvin F.F. KinzieKunzite , armed onlyonly-

wich

on-
ly

only-

wi

onl-
ywichwhichwi Ghh knives and supplied withithitch flashlights

,
, loaded into aa-

rubber

r-

ubber

a-

rubber

r-

ubber

a-

rubber

r-

ubberrubber assault boat and rowedro ed tot o within"ith1nith1n" a few hundred yardsyard.yardyards-

of

yar-
ds

yard.-

of

yar-

d
.

of the islandisland.*. They'I'heyIheyHey' ' sank the boatboat.boat,. swamnamname ashoreashore.ashore,. and withwith-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

held

with-

the

with-

heldthe aid of their flashlights guided the rest ofot the detachdetaoh-detaohdetach-detach-

ment

detaoh-

ment

detach-

ment

detach-

ment

¬-

mentmeant 'tt'to0o a6.6. suitable landinglands ri g sitesite.*. (7)7(7)-

The

7T-

he

(7)-

he

7-
he

(7)-

the

7t-

he

( )

Thehe detachmentdetaohment succeededsuooeeded in landing unopposed at 04300'300300430-

I

0'30-

II

030I-

I

0430I-

1

'
( IIII1! minus 2 hours ) on D-Day.DDay.Day- . The island was1VRS found tot o beb e unun-

occupied

un-unun-

oooupied

un-

occupied

¬-

occupiedoooupied but containedoontont ainedaimed a networknetvuork ofot anti-personnelantipersonneli-personnelian'tant' - minesm1ne.m1ne. andand-

cleverly

can-

dleberry

and-

oleverly

ba-

ndoleer

and-

cleverly

can-

dleberrycleverlyoleverly conceivedconoeived booby traps whichwhioh causedoauleJoule the detachmentdetachments-

ome

detachm-
entssome casualtiesoasualtcasualty ies.iesdies*. LaterLat er the samesamedaysomeday-dayday'day'---day-"- - -'daybothdayboy'- both islandsisland8 werewere"were"shelledwereshelled" shelledshelled-

by

shelle-

dby large caliber coastalooastal guns but fewfe.fe. casualtiesoasualt1ea resulted.resultedresulted.-

On

resulte-

d
.

'

On the 8th of June the detachmentdetaohment wasViaEVitae relieved're11evedre11eved byby'anbyanBryanan'an' anti-antiant1-ant1anti-

(5)

ant-

i5

ant1-

(5)

ant-

15

anti-

(5)

ant-

i5

-

(5)5( ) Personal KnowledgeKnoKino ledge ; (6)6( ) A-7A7- , p.p. 62 ; (7)7( ) A-lAlA-11A-ltAlt- , p.p. 43.43.
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This procedureprooedure was ordered by higherhigh er headquartersh.eadquaheadquaheadquarter
. ers and servedserved-

a

serve-

da dual purpose.purpose., LongLengEng range transmissionstranlm1111oD8 easilyea811y reached a-aa-

orose

m-

orose

a-

crOSE

a-

rOSE

a-

cross

-
orosecrOSEcrossmoroserOSE the ChannelOhannel and provided a ruserule to confuseoontusecontuse the enemy ;

the experienceexperienoe gained in these exercisesexeroiees by the communicaoommunioa-oommunioaoommuniea-oommunieacommunicantcommunioncommunizecommunic-

ations

oommunio-

ations

communic-

ations

oommunie-

ations

communic-

ations

¬-

tionsions personnel of the squadron proved invaluable in futurefuture-

operations

future-

operati
fut-

ure
future-

operations.operationsoperations.operatioperaticoperations.-

Once

operati-
ons

onl.onlonlyonl.-

Onoe

onl-

ooker

*.

OnoeOnceOne weekly the entire squadron wasvvasvas combatoombat loaded andand-

inspected.

an-

isette
and-

inspected.

an-

isette
and-

inspect

a-
niseinspected.inspectedinspect ed.ed. These'L'heseLheseLese' ' inspections were conducted in the form ofof-

alerts

fa-

blers
of-

alert

fa-

bler
of-

alerts

fa-

blersalertsalerts anda.nd. accomplishedaccompli shed threet hrehare e things :; rapidity of loadingloading-

in

loadin-
g

load ingKinging-

in

bing-

ingin preparation to moveDloveLove , balanced and compact vehicular loads ,

and the.the'the.' elimination of excess equipment and baggagebaggage.baggage-

.During

bagg-
age

baggage.-

During

bagg-
age

*.

During ; thet he third weekwe ek in MayMay'May'aMaya'aa' a detachmentdetdebt achmentsachet from Troop BB.BB-

.consisting

,.

consisting ofot 3 officers and 64 enlisted men , commandedoommanded byby-

Capt.

by-

Capt.

by-

Capt.Capt.CaptCaput. Wales VaughaiiVaughan , wasas relieved from normal trainingtraining.training.'-

i'hey

training-

ihey
traini-

ng
training.-

They

traini-
ng

,.

i'heyihey'i'heyTheyhey' ' immedlatelyimmediately1mmed 1etely: commenced vigorous training whichvvhicb includedincluded-

strenuous
incl-

uded
included-

Etrenuous
incl-

uded
included-

strenuous
incl-

udedstrenuousEtrenuous physical conditioning and the scalingsealing of high rookrook-

walls

Roc-

kwell

roo-

kall

broom-

ball

rook-

walls

Roc-

kwellwallsall with1th the aid of grappling hooks , ropes , and rope ladlad-lad-

ders.

lad-

ders

lad-

ders.

lad-

ders

lad-

ders.

lad-

ders

¬-

ders.dersdears. These activities continuedoontinued for about 10 days whenhen thethe-

detachment

he-

artache
the-

detachment

he-

artache
the-

detachment

he-

artachedetachment suddenly left the squadronIquadronQuadroon and , with1th a similarsimilard-

etachment

similard-

etachment

similard-

etachmentdetachment from the 4th CavalryOavalry Squadron ,>> moved toto.thetothetote_. thehe southlouth-louthsouth-loutsouth-

ern

louth-

ern

Luthe-

ran

south-

ern

¬-

ernBern coast of England to pursue amphibious training with the.the'the'the-

Navy.

the-

Navy

he-

avy

.'the-

Navy.

he-

avy
.the-

Na

Ath-

enaNavy.NavyNa vy.vy. (4)4( )

SECURINGCtTRINGCuttingSF , THE'rHErHErhea' ILEISLE DU lARQELARGEClarelARQE-

SEE

blar-
es

LARGE-

J

LARG-

E

LARGE-

SEE

LARGE-

SSEJ( SEE MAP AAlAl-

The

Al-

thea

)

The missionmillion of these twot o detachments wasae kept secretsecret-

until

secre-

tion

secret-

until

secre-

tion

,eer.eerbeer.'
until D-DayDDay- whenhen it maswasXmas revealed that they had landed on the

(4)4( ) A-6A6- , p.p. 8 ; Personal KnowledgeKno191edge.Kno191edgeKnowledge. *. . ' ' . . . . ..

. . ' " ' .. . .. . ... " .
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the squadron with a tremendoustrimendoultremendously amount of fire power.powerpo.er.poerpoker. . TheTh-

efire

Th-

eir
Th-

etire

Th-

eatre

Th-

efire

Th-

eirfiretire powerpower.,. exceptexoept fortortore the 60-mm60mm- mortartmortar.mortarmortars. , naswasnabs momoltmostit effectiveeffeotiveeffective-

when

effeotive-

hen
effect-

ivewhenhen the weapons were employed on the vehicles.vehicles. In addition ,

all personnel wereere mounted in a vehiclevehiole of some type and wereerewere-

provided

per-

fervid
were-

provided

per-

fervid
ere-

prov1dedprovidedprov1ded withithitch an individualindiv1dual
,

weapon : either the M-lMlM-11- riflerifle.riflerifle.'-

the

riflet-

he
riff-

le
riflet-

he
riff-

le
,.

the'the-the'- carbineoarbine , thehe eub-machineeubmachinesub-maoh1submaoh1sub-maohi-maohisubmaohiaDebMaosubmachine- - a gun , or the pistolpistol.p1stpistol.-

The

pist-
ol

01.0101-

.The

01-

The

,.

The signaliignal equipment in the squadron included a totaltotal-

of

tot-
alof 167 radios.radios., Thesel'heielheielee' radios were generally of three'three' types'typeiitypeiitype'typeii-

and

typeii-

and

typif-

ied

types-

and

typ-
es

'types-

and

typ-
esand were used for threehree'three' different purposes.purposes. Therherhea SCRSR 506 propro-pro-

vided

pro-

vided

pro-

vided

¬-

vided long range communicationoommunioation and was mounted in all armoredarmored-

oars

armo-
red

armored-

oars

armo-
red

armored-

care

armo-
redoarscare and in command vehiclesveh1 elesdeles of squadron headquarters.headquarters. Thel'helhehel'he-

SCR

lheS-

CR

le-
es

The-

SCR

Three-

score

The-

SCR

Three-

score

'

SCRSR 508 series provided medium range communicationcommunioation and werewere-

mounted

per-

muted

were-

mounted

per-

muted

were-

mounted

per-

mutedmounted in all armored cars , commandcomnland vehiclesveh1ales , tanks , andand-

assault

lan-

dmass

and-

assault

lan-

dmass

and-

assault

lan-

dmassassault gun carriages.carriagescarriages.s. The'rherherhea' SCRSR 510 provided short range comcom-com-

munication

com-

munication

com-

munication

¬-

municationunction and was mounted in jeeps or useduaedquaked as a pack setlet forfor-

control

To-

ronto
for-

control

To-

ronto
for-

control

To-

rontocontrol and liaison work , patrolling , and artillery adjustadjuet-adjuetadjust-adjust-

ment

adjuet-

me

adjustm-

ent

adjust-

ments

¬-

mentmentsmeantamentsme nt .

PREPARATIONPREPARATPREPARATIO-

NDuring

Prepara-

tion

PRE ArE rIONOrionrION-

During

rein-

suring

IONION-

During

In-

uringDuring the early monthsmonthlmonthly of 1944 the 24th Squadron waswagwas-

engaged

ass-

emblage

wag-

engaged

ag-

eing
was-

engaged

ass-

emblageengaged in intensive training on the southern coast of EngEng-Eng-

land.

Eng-

land

Eng-

land.

Eng-

land

Eng-

land.

Eng-

land

¬-

land.land. Thisi'h1sih1s' trainingtra1n1n.gtra1n1ng. includedinoluded ihethehe firing: ofot all weapons"eaponseapons" ,

combatoombat firing problems , and practicalpraot1cal exercisesexero11ea in reconnaisreoonna1s-reoonna1sreeonnais-reeonnaisrecommitsreenactsreconnais-

sance

reoonna1s-

sanoe

reeonnais-

sanoe

¬-

sancesanoestancesane , and mounted and dismounted patrolling.patrollingpatrolling.F-

rom

patrolling.F-

'rom

patrollingF-

rom

patrolli-
ng

.

FromF'rom' time tot o time communioationscommunications exercises were1tere conductedconduotedconducte-

dlasting

condu-

cted
conduoted-

laEt

conduc-

ted

conducte-

dlasting

condu-

ctedlastinglaEtlat lngling from 24 to 48 hours.hourshourI.hourIhorIhourI.Irhele. TheseIrheleIreless exercisesexero1IBei involved allall-

radios

fall-

acious

allr-

adiolB

Val-

ladolid

all-

radios

fall-

aciousradiosradiolBradio in the squadron and consistedconeiitedconceited ofot pre-arrangedprearranged- messages.messagesme.lag.l.melaglmelange. . e.

- 6 -

...



"
" "

.

anti-alroraftantialroraftant1-a1rox.ttant1a1rox.ttant1a1rox.tta1roxttAraratantantgiroautogiro: -girogirogrog- ra. ft gun mountedmounte4 on a ring mount above the turret.turretturrei.turreiturret.-

Of

turrei.-

Of

turr-
et

o.o-

Of

g-

oofOf the six81x jeepsjeep.jeep. in eacheaohLeah platoonplatooD.platooD. , three carriedoarriedparried light machinemaohinemachine-

gum

mach-

ine

maohine-

gun.

machi-

ne
machine-

guns

mach-

inegumgun.gunguns. mounted on pedestalpede.talpedetal. mountsmount.mount. ,. and three carriedQarriedQuarriedoarrioaring ed 60-mm60mm60mm-

mortars

60mm-

mortar.

60mm-

mortar

60mm-

mortars.

60mm-

mortars

-

mortarsmortar.mortarmortars.. *. EachEaohLeah section , composedoomp.aldoompaldnomad. of an armored oar and twotwo-

jeeps

tw-

eezes

two-

jeepl

tw-

eeze

two-

jeeps

tw-

eezesjeepsjeepljeep , made up a smallamallanally reconnaissancereconna18sanoe team.teamteam.-

The

team-

mate

team.-

'fhe

team-

fhe

tea-

m
team.-

The

team-

mate

.

The'fhefhehe' Assaultl8aul-tl8ault- Gun Troop provided the artillery for thethe-

squadron

the-

aquadron.

the-

squadron.squadronaquadron.aquadronsquadron.quadroon*. It wasvvasvas composed of three platoons of twot\'lOt'lOlO\' 75-mm75mm75mm-

howitzers

75mm-

howitzers

75mm-

hO4itzers

-

howitzershO\4itzershO4itzers\' each.each. These'l'heselheselese' ' howitzers were mounted on an M5A-1M5A1M5A-llM5A-

1chassis

M5A-

lchassis

M5A-

1chassis

-

chassis , full tracked , withvv1th an open turret.turret. Other armamentarmament-

on

armame-

nton this vehicle included a light bow machinemaohine gun and a 50-5050-

caliber

50-

caliber

50-

oaliber

-

caliberoaliber anti-aircraftantiaircraftanti-airoraftairoraft- gun mounted on a pedestal mount on thethe-

turret.

te-

xture

the-

'turret

the-

turret

te-

xtureturret.turret'turret.' urretturret .

The'l'helhehe' ' Tank'ranran' k Company consistedcons i at ed of a total of 17 light tankstank.tanktanks-

M5A1.

tanks-

M5A1

tank.-

M5Al.

tank-

M5Al

tanks-

M5Al.

tanks-

M5Al

.

M5A-1.M5A1.M5A1.M5A-l.M5Al.l.- . Two'two' wo of the tanks wereere in troop headquartersheadquarteriheadquarter , and 5-

were

55-

were

5-

V4erewereV4ere in each of the threethree platoons.platoonsplat oons.oonsboons. 'The'hehe!' principal weapon onon-

k

bon-

k

on-

the

M-

onte

on-

Ghe

co-

nge

on-

the

M-

onte

k

whichh1ehvrhirhino ch wasal augmented byby-

three

ba-

throbe

by-

three

ba-

throbe

by-

three

ba-

throbe

theGheGhee tankankYank wasa&a& a 5737-mm37mm37-mnmn- mm anti-tankantitank- gun

three light machinem&ahinemahine& guns , one bow , one co-axialcoaxialao-ax1al.aoax1al.aoax1al.ax1al- ,. and oneon-

eantiaircraft

on-

eantiaircraft

nen-

eantiairoraftanti-aircraftantiaircraftanti-airoraftairoraft- on a pedestal mount on the turret.turretturret.-

All

turr-

et
turret.-

All

turr-

et
turret.-

All

turr-

et
.

All machinema h1Ile guns mounted on vehiclesvehioles , except the coco-

axial

00-00co-coco-

axial

00-

axial

¬-
- . This'h1sh1sThis-

allowed

Th-

is'll
This-

allowed

Th-

is'll
'!'h1s-

allo

h1s-

allo

'

axial and bow gunsgunsVereunversed, were\VereVereVerde\! provided withwihwishwi-wi h groundgroWldgrowled tripods.tripodstr1podi.tr1podi

allowedalloGallo ed a .totalo al of 39 caliberoa11 berbeer 50 machinemach inecine guns and 44 light-

machine

legiti-

macies

lightlight-

machine

legiti-

macies

light-

waohlne

high-

tailedmachinewaohlneanole gunsgun tot o be employed in dismounted action.actionaat1on.aat1onact ion.ion. Therefherehere wereerewere-

not

wer-

en't

were-

not

wer-

en't

ere-

not

ferm-

ent who couldouldGould be employedemploy.demploydemployed-

dismounted

emp-
loyed

employ.d-

dismounted

employed-

dismounted

emp-
loyed

,.

not , however , sufficientsuQficientiu f1c1ent personnel ,

all of the above auto-

matic

autoauto-autabutauto-

mat

o-oo-

mat

m-

at

¬-supplydismounted , GOtot o manm n and properly

maticmanticmat 10io weaponsweaponlweapon at once in a defensive situation.situation11tu :t ion.ion. These.rheaerheaerhea'

. machinemaohinemachine-

gune

mach-

ine

maohine-

guns

nothing-

ness

machine-

guns

mach-

inegunegunsgunned supported by the 60-mm60mm- mortars , the 87-mm87mm37-mm37- anti-tankantitank- gunsgun.gun,. ,

and theth e six 75-mm75mm- howitzershow1'thow1t' zerszeros in the assaultallaul'GallaulGPalau' gun troopiroop providedprov14e4
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ORGANIZATIONORGANIZATION-

At

Organization-

al

ORGAN IZATFIAT ION- - ' -

At thisthl1 point it might be well to briefly outline thethe-

organization
ter-

rorization
the-

organization

ter-

rorization
the-

organization

ter-

rorizationorganization , the main armament , and the typestype.type. ofequip-equipequip-
ment

equipequip-equip-

ment

equip-

ment

-¬-
mentmeant peculiarpeouliar cotot o a Cavalry ReconnaissanceReconnaissanoe SquadronSquadron.Squadrono*., Phisfh11ThisAphisThis-

will
Th-

is'll
Phis-

will

Pigs-

willwill111 enable the reader to better understand thetbetube employmentemployment-

of

employme-

ntof the Squadron duringdurildrill this Campaign.CampaignCampaign.-

The

Campaign-

.rhe

Campai-

gn
.

Therherhea composition and strength of the Squadron waswaiwaif asas-
i

Asi-

a

as-

follows

ii-

follows

f-

ollows ,
i ,

follows :;

Aggregate StrengthStrength-

Headquarters
Stren-

gthened
Strength-

Headquarterfi

Strength-

Headquarters
Stren-

gthenedHeadquartersHeadquarterfiHeadquarter , and HeadquarterHeadquartHeadquartersHeadquarters-
and

Headquart-
ers

er.erer.-

and
err-

and
*.

and ServiceServioe Troop . . . . . . . . . . 135135-

Three

135-

'l'hre

13-

5lhre

135-

ThreeThree'l'hrelhreLahore' ' e ReconnaissanceReoonnai8sance Troopsrr1roops -
( A t, B , and C ) . . . . . . . . . . . .* 132 ( eacheaohLeah )

Thefhehe Assault Gun Troopfroopfop ( BER ) ., . . . . .0.0.0. . . 9797-

The

97-

TheThe TankWankSwankankYank Company ( F ) . . . . . . . . . . 107107-

TOTAL

107-

TOTALTOTAL'fO'fAIfOfAIaffair' ' STRENGTHS/rRENGllQSrRENGllQSTRENGi'TSTRENGiTregal/ ' . . . . . . . 733733-

The

733-

fhe

733-

TheThe'l'helhehe' ' HeadquartersHeadquarter.Headquarter. , and Headquarters and ServiceServioe TroopIrroopAirdropTroop-

consisted
To-

pcon
Irroo-

pconsisted

Troop-

consisted
To-

pconconsisted of a headquarters sectionleotionlotion , mounted in half-trackhalftrackhalt-trackhalthalftrackco-

mmand
halftr-

ack
halttrackoo-

mmand
halftr-

ack
halftrackco-

mmand
halftr-

ack
-

commandoommand vehiclesvehiole.vehiolevehicle. , a oommunioationsoommun1oat1onicommunications platoon consistingooni18t1ng ofotof-

four

o-

ffer

ot-

four

ou-

tpour

of-

four

o-

fferfour armored carsoars and four Jeeps , a maintenancema1ntenanoe platoonplatoon.. ,

and a transportation platoon consisting of sixteen 2-J-ton2Jton2-t-tont2-4-ton42Jtont-

rucks
2ttont-

rucks
24tont-

rucks

- --
trucks whichwhioh wereere the supply vehiclesvehioles fortortore the squadron.squadronsquadron.-

The

squadron.-

'fhe

squadron-

fhe

squadr-
on

.

The'fhefhehe' ReconnaissanceReconna1isance TroopsIr'roopsIrroopsAirdrops' werevvereverge composedoomposed of a trooptroop-

headquarters

troop-

headquarter.

troop-

headquartersheadquartersheadquarter.headquarter. and three reconnaissance platoonsplat onlonly of thretthreethreatthret-

sections

trise-

ctions
threes-

eo.t
thr-

ees
three-

sections

trise-

ctions. .sectionsseo.tseotsot ionaFiona each.each. The.rherherhea mainma1n reconnaissancereoonnaillanoe vehiclesvehioles were thethe-

M8

the.-

M8

the-

M8

the.-

M8

the-

M8

,

M-8M8.M-8.M8.M. - armored oarcar and the i-toniton*-..tt. tonon truck.trucktruok.truok., BachEaohEachLeah platoon hadhad-

three

ad-

here

had-

three

ad-

here

had-

three

ad-

herethree armoredarJlXredmajored) oars , eacheaohLeah mounting a 37-mm37mm3"7-mm3"7VmmV"

-mmmm- anti-tankantitankan'vi-tankan'vianvianvilanti-tank-gantitankg' - gun.gl\n.gln.- .gln-

a

galen-

a

=\ ,

a co-axialcoaxialeo-axialeo- 30-caliber30caliber- light machinemaehine gunguns, and a 50-oaliber50oaliber50-calibercaliber-
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tIN

t-

IN

'

INTRODUCTIONRODUCTIONPRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIO-

NThis

Introduct-

ion

IN RODUCTIO-

N'rhis

RODUCTIO-

Nrhis

Product-

ionThis'rhisrhishis' monograph describesdesor1b.desor1b. & the operations of the 24th24th-

Cavalry

24th-

Caval.ry

24th-

Cavalry

24th-

CavalryCavalryCaval.ry. ReconnaissanceReconnaissanoe SquadronSquaSequa <1ron MechanizedMeohanized , 4th CavalryCavalry-

Group
Cav-

alry
Cavalry-

Group
Cav-

alry
Cavalry-

Group
Cav-

alryGroup , from thetz he 6th of June tot 0o the 27th of JuneJune.June,. 1944 , inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe Normandy Campaign.Campaign.Campaign.-

The

Campai-

gn
C mp 1gn.1gn.

Therherhea'

, Allied assaulti.isli.ultiisliultdissimulate. . against GhetheGhee German Army on ChetheChenCh-

econtinent

Ch-

elonian
the-

continent

the-

continentcontinent of Europe , to open a secondseoond front , was1Nas' launchedlaunched-

on

launch-
edon the 6th ofo f June , 1944.1944. Therherhea VII CorpsCorps.,. United StatesState.StateStates-

Army

Statu-
ary

State.-

Army

Stat-
uary

States-

Army

Statu-
ary

.
Army , was given the mission of capturing the Port of CherCher-CheerCher-

bourg

Cher-

bourg

Cher-

bourg

¬-

bourgburg , whichwh10h later served as&iia& s a base for the lifeliteelite line ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

"the

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe"the" Allied.111d111d. ! ArmiesArm1eil on the WesternWISIS tern front.frontfront.-

Landings

front.-

Landings

o.o-

landings

l-

andingsLandings on Utah BeachBeach.Beach,. whichwhiwhim oh wereere made initially byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
ytethe 4th Infantry DivisionDi v'ivi' 81 on , togethertogetRoget her withwi th the airborne landland-land-

ings

land-

ings

land-

ings

¬-

ingsdings of the 82d and 101stlOlstlOst Airborne Divisions , proved exex-

tremely

ex-exex-

tremely

ex-

tremely

¬-

tremelytrammel successful.successfulsuooessful.suooessful. (1)1( ) The'fhefhehe' German High Command , failingfailing-

to
failin-

gto estimate the initial landingslanding.landing. as a main effort , heldheld-

large

cell-

arage

held-

large

cell-

arage

held-

large

cell-

aragelarge forcesforoelfool in mobile reserverelerverelieve in anticipationantioipation of an addiaddi-Addisadd-

itional

add-

itional

add-

itional

¬-

tionaltonal Allied landing in greatergregore tertear &strength'trengtrengtureen' h atat.s.atsataactsBata-aa.- a. d-ifferentdifferent.fferentfferentd.fferentdifferentafferentdifferent-

site.

different-

iate

d-dd3- . .fferent-

site.

affer-
ent

fferent-

site.

ferme-

nts .site.site. The.rherherhea American and BritishBri-tishBritishBrieTrisha- Air ForcesForoesForgoes pounded GermanGerma-

ntroop

Germa-

ntown

Germa-

ntroop

Germa-

ntown

Germa-

ntroop

Germa-

ntowntroop concentrationsoonoentrations and columnsOOlUCoolcolumns , cloggingologging their linesline.line. ofof-

communication.

of-

communioation.

of-

communication.communication.communicationcommunioation.communioation. (2)2(2)-

When

2-
When

(2)-

When

2-
When

( )

When full realization of the extent of the seriousness.er1ousneller1ousnellseriousness-

of

.er1ousnell-

of

er1ousnell-

of

seriousne-
ss

.
.of the situation dawned on the GermansGermaniGermanic , iti.i waswall too latelate.*. AA-

firm

A-

ffirm

A-

firm

A-

ffirm

A-

firm

A-

ffirmfirm foothold wasVIlasVillas establishedestab11sh, on theht!
_

CotentinContenting'tete' t1n PeninsulaPen1nlula andan"anand-

the

ant-

hem

an"-

the

an-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

"

the invasioninvaEion ofot Europe from the westeltCelt wasW&iWi& in full swingawing.awing*. (3)3( )

(1)1( ) A-3A3A-3.A3.A3.- ,. p.p. 43-444344- ; (2)2( ) A-2A2- , p.p. 24 ; (3)3( ) 1-11A-lAlA-1- , pp.pp. 57-60.5760.5760.- .
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